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THE    EASTERN    ONTARIO 
LIBERAL  ASSOCIATION 

Formed   January    14th,    1919. 


Constitution  and  Officers   and   Advisory 
Council  and  Executive  Committee. 


RESOLUTIONS 

Addresses  by  the  Right  Hon*  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  and  others. 


® 


FAIR  TREATMENT  OF  SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS- 
GENEROUS  CARE  FOR  DEPENDENTS  OF  THE  FALLEN 
—MAINTENANCE  OF  BRITISH  PREFERENCE  RESTOR- 
ED AND  UNMP AIRED— RECIPROCITY  IN  FOODSTUFFS 
—GRADUAL  PROGRESS  TOWARD  FREER  TRADE— DE- 
MOCRATIZATION OF  LABOR— ABOLITION  OF  GOV- 
ERNMENT BY  ORDER-IN-COUNCIL— ABOLITION  OF 
PRESS  CENSORSHIP— REPEAL  OF  THE  WAR  TIME 
ELECTIONS  ACT— AND  FOR  A  LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS. 

Address  all  Letters  to  :- 

THE  SECRETARY 

-  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal  Association  - 

P,  O.  BOX  540. 

OTTAWA,  ONT     | 


District  Liberal  associations 


In  the  month  of  December,  1918, 
circular  letters  were  issued  with  the 
view  to  developing  public  opinion 
«  amongst  the  Liberal  of  Eastern  Ontario, 
with  the  intent  that  a  District  Liberal 
Association  be  formed.  The  first  para- 
graph of  the  circular  was  as  follows : — 

From  time  to  time  proposals  have 
been  made  with  the  view  to  forming  the 
Eastern  Ontario  Liberal  Association. 
At  various  gatherings  of  Liberals  the 
suggestion  has  been  approved  and  is 
endorsed  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laurier.  At  a  recent  gather- 
ing of  Liberals  in  the  City  of  Ottawa, 
at  which  there  were  present  members 
of  the  Federal  Parliament,  members  of 
the  Provincial  Parliament,  Candidates 
in  past  elections,  and  several  others,  it 
was  decided  to  take  active  steps  to 
form  an  association  as  suggested. 

CONFINED    TO    RESIDENTS    ONLY 

AND  THESE   BY   CERTIFICATE 

OR  INVITED 

The  circular  then  proceeded  to  out- 
line the  various  steps  to  be  taken  to 
have  delegates  assemble,  and  gave  sug- 
gested outlines  of  a  constitution.  These 
steps  and  outlines  were  used  as  a  guide 
in  the  proceedings  that  led  to  the 
formation  of  an  association  and  the 
adoption  of  a  constitution,  as  set  out 
in  the  succeeding  pages.  Only  residents 
of  the  district,  present  as  either  delegates 
or  alternates,  were  entitled  to  take  part 
in  the  discussions,  and  not  more  than 
the  required  number  of  delegates  from 
each  Constituency  could  vote..  The 
delegates  and  alternates  were  admitted 
*   by  certificate  or  tickets.    This  plan  has 


been  followed  in  the  formation  of  other 
dist^ct  associations  as  well  as  the  po- 
licy of  inviting  persons,  resident  within 
the  district  and  no  others,  to  be  present 
as  observors.  These  gatherings  are 
held  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  an 
association,  and  other  matters  taken  up 
are  but  incidental.  At  each  district 
gathering.  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  is  m- 
vited  to  speak,  and  if  he  is  unable  to 
attend,  the  preliminary  committee  invite 
some  one  else.  J.  A.  Robb,  M.P., 
Valley  field.  Que.,  the  chief  Liberal 
Whip  in  the  House  of  Commons,  is 
invited,  because  of  his  position  he  is 
oractically  considered  an  ex-officio  de- 
lee^ate.  And  Alexander  Smith,  Ottawa, 
although,  a  resident  of  Eastern  Ontario, 
because  he  outlined  the  plans  for  the 
formation  of  these  district  associations, 
has  received  invitations  to  be  present 
at  ,the  formation  of  other  associations. 

THE  PROCEEDINGS 

In  response  to  the  foregoing  outlines. 
Liberal  delegates  assembled  in  Ottawa, 
on  Tuesday,  January  14th  1919. 
Alexander  Smith,  Ottawa,  convening 
chairman,  in  calling  the  gathering  to 
order  stated  that  in  the  past  six  Federal 
general  elections  1896,  1900,  1904, 
1908.  1911  and  1917  the  Liberals 
carried  an  average  of  30  seats  in  On- 
tario, although  on  the  last  two  of  these 
elections  the  average  was  but  eleven. 
So  long  as  the  Liberals  met  to  consult 
and  advise  with  one  another  and  active- 
ly present  a  programme,  they  were,  he 
said,  able  to  make  a  good  showing  in 
the  Province  of  Ontario.  The  pro- 
posals to  have  six  district  Liberal  or- 
ganizations in  Ontario  were  well  under 


way.  Western  Ontario  had  organized 
an  Association,  Eastern  Ontario  was 
doing  so,  and  in  a  week  the  Central 
Ontario  Libeerals  would  meet  for  a  sim- 
ilar purpose.  Two  Associations  would 
probably  be  formed  for  Northern  or 
New  Ontario;  and  last  but  not  least 
there  would  be  launched  the  Toronto 
and  York  Liberal  Association. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  three  or  more 
persons  from  each  of  these  six  district 
Associations  would  be  asked  to  join 
to  form  a  Central  Liberal  Executive 
Committee  for  the  Province  and  a  Na- 
tional Liberal  Convention  would  pro- 
bably be  held  during  the  present  year. 
Similar  procedure,  to  what  was  outlined, 
was  adopted  in  1893  and  gave  great 
impetus  and  strength  to  the  Liberal 
Party  for  nearly  sixteen  years.  In 
1896,  when  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  was 
first  returned  to  power,  Ontario  elected 
48  Liberal  supporters.  Without  the 
example  to  other  Provinces  in  the 
activity  of  the  Ontario  Liberals,  in  the 
early  nineties,  the  Liberal  Party  would 
not  have  been  elected  to  power  in  1 896. 

Continuing  Mr.  Smith  sa'd  :  "We 
are  assembled  to  consider  how  best  we 
may  proceed  to  develop  the  principles 
of  Liberalism  and  more  especially  ap- 
ply them  to  the  democratic  Government 
of  ourselves  and  of  Canada.  Orga- 
nization in  a  Political  Party  is  just  as 
necessary  as  organization  in  business, 
churches,  municipal  affairs,  schools  and 
other  institutions  looking  towards  the 
betterment  of  the  people.  If  I  were 
to  give  a  brief  definition  of  Liberalism, 
I  would  say  it  is  individual  and  equal 
freedom  regulated  by  self  control.  We 
speak  of  this  control  as  organization. 
In  an  organization  such  as  ours,  where 
the  members  have  individual  and  equal 
freedom  modulated  or  regulated  by 
self  control,  the  only  bond  of  union  is 
the  cementing  friendship  born  of  mutual 
confidence     and     good     will.       When 


mutual  confidence  and  good  will,  in  a 
Political  Party,  give  place  to  anything 
else,  the  organization  should  cease.  No 
political  organization,  which  is  simply 
an  automatic,  selfish,  or  commercial 
machine,  has  a  right  to  exist.  The 
spirit,  the  hope  and  the  aspirations  of 
the  people  are  after  all  the  impelling 
forces  that  help  to  keep  alive  the  public 
good.'* 

CONSTITUENCIES  IN  THE  EASTERN 
ONTARIO     LIBERAL    ASSOCIA- 
TION DISTRICT 

Mr.  Smith  concluded  by  reading 
the  list  of  ridings,  according  to  Pro- 
vincial boundaries,  that  would  proceed 
to  organize  for  both  Federal  and  Pro- 
vincial matters.  These  arc  as  fol- 
lows : — 


1. 

Ottawa  East 

2. 

Ottawa  West 

5. 

Lanark  North 

4. 

Lanark   South 

6. 

Renfrew  South 

7. 

Renfrew  North 

8. 

Grenville 

9. 

Russell 

10. 

Prescott 

11. 

Glengarry 

12. 

St6rmont 

13. 

Dundas 

14. 

Brockville 

15. 

Leeds 

16. 

Front  en  ac 

M. 

Kingston 

18. 

Lennox 

19. 

Addington 

20. 

Prince  Edward 

21. 

Hastings  East 

21. 

Hasting  East 

22. 

Hasting  West 

23. 

Hastings  North, 

In  the  area  comprised  in  the  fore- 
going there  are  eighteen  Federal  seats. 


ASSOCIATION  FORMED 

Upon  motion  Mr.  Smith  was  ap- 
pointed Chairman  of  the  meeting.  The 
delegates,  by  motion,  decided  to  form 
*THE  EASTERN  ONTARIO 
LIBERAL  ASSOCIATION^*,  and 
adopted  a  constitution  as  printed  here- 
with. Upon  the  officers  of  the  Asso- 
ciation being  duly  elected,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Horsey,  President,  Cressy,  Ont.,  took 
teh  chair  and  the  remaining  business  of 
the  afternoon  was  the  moving  and 
adopting  of  a  series  of  resolutions  sub- 
mitted to  the  assemblage  by  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  two  delegates  from 
each  Constituency,  who  had  met  the 
evening  previous  and  revised  and 
adopted  several  resolutions  submitted 
to  them  by  a  special  committee  com- 
posed of  candidates  and  others. 

Before  the  Association  adjourned  in 
the  afternoon,  Hon.  Geo.  P.  Graham 
and  Hon.  Charles  Murphy,  delegates 
to  the  meeting,  spoke  briefly  and  took 
occasion  to  commend  the  spirit  and 
enthusiasm  that  characterized  the  whole 


proceedings  and  the  splendid  business 
capacity  displayed  in  the  direction  and 
management  requisite  to  the  launching 
of  the  Association. 

During  the  progress  of  the  afternoon. 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  ar- 
rived and  shortly  afterwards  the  re- 
solution of  confidence  in  him  was 
moved  by  J.  E.  McGlade,  of  Brock- 
ville,  and  unanimously  seconded  by 
the  whole  audience  rising  and  cheering 
several  times.  Sir  Wilfrid,  in  ac- 
knowledging the  tribute,  took  occa- 
sion to  express  his  approval  of  the 
formation  of  district  Liberal  Associa- 
tions and  cordially  thanked  the  dele- 
gates for  their  presence  and  the  interest 
they  displayed.  Taking  as  a  thought 
an  incident  that  occured  in  the  dis- 
cussion while  he  was  present.  Sir  Wil- 
frid said  that  a  national  conven- 
tion of  Liberals  would  be  held  and 
a  platform  adopted,  and  no  matter 
how  any  person  voted  in  the  past,  the 
only  question  would  be:  "Do  you  sup- 
port the  policy  as  laid  down  by  the 
Liberal   convention  ?'* 
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Constitution  of  the  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal 

Association 


The  committee  appointed  at  the 
meeting  of  the  delegates,  on  the  evening 
of  January  13th,  1919,  to  draft  a 
constitution,  submitted  their  recom- 
mendation. Upon  formal  motion  it  was 
decided  that  the  same  be  first  read  in 
toto  and  .then  read  clause  by  clause, 
so  as  to  allow  opportunity  to  discuss 
each  clause.  After  the  draft  consti- 
tution was  so  read,  discussed  and  ex- 
plained, it  was  on  motion,  adopted  as 
below  : —  _ 

ARTICLE   I. 
NAME  AND  OBJECTS. 

1.  This  Association  shall  be  known 
as  the  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal  Asso- 
ciation. 

2.  The  objects  of  this  Association 
are  to  co-operate  with  and  assist  local 
Liberal  Associations  and  Liberal  Clubs 
in  the  organization  of  the  supporters 
of  Liberal  principles  in  Eastern  Ontario. 

ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERSHIP. 

1.  The  members  of  this  Association 
shall  be  composed  of  the  Liberal  can- 
didates in  the  last  preceding  Provincial 
and  Federal  Elections  and  those  nomi- 
nated for  the  next  elections,  the  Pre-* 
dent  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Liberal 
Association  of  each  Constituency,  the 
officers  of  this, Association,  and  ten  de- 
legates to  be  chosen  by  the  Liberal  As- 
sociation of  each  constituteney,  accor- 
ding to  Provincial  bounderies. 

2.  A  meeting  of  this  Association 
shall  be  held  annually,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  decided  upon  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  may  also  fix 
a  time  and  place  for  extra  or  special 
meetings    of    the    Association. 

ARTICLE  III. 

OFFICERS,  ADVISORY  COUNCIL 
AND    COMMITTEE. 

1.  The  officers  of  this  Association 
shall  consist  of  an  honorary  President, 
Seven  Honorary  Vice-Presidents,  a  Pre- 
sident, seven  Vice-Presidents,  an  Hono- 


rary Secretary-Treasurer,  a  legal  and 
Constitutional  Adviser,  a  Secretary 
and  an  Assistant  Secretary  ;  both  of 
whom  will  be  chosen  by  the  Executive 
Committee.  These  officers,  together 
with  the  Dominion  and  Provincial  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  and  46  members, 
elected  at  the  annual  meeting,  shall 
constitute  a  general  advisory  Council. 
The  46  members  shall  be  nominated, 
two  from  each  constituency,  by  the  dele-' 
gates  therefrom  present  at  the  meeting. 
The  officers  of  the  association,  together , 
with  23  members  appointed  from  the 
members  of  the  General  Advisory  Coun- 
cil by  each  Constituency  designating 
member  to  the  General  Advisory  Council 
(who  is  to  act  on  the  Executive)  shal 
form  the  Executive  Committee.  Twei 
ty  shall  form  a  quorum  of  the  Genera 
Advisory  Council  and  ten  of  th^ 
Executive. 

2.  The   officersr   shall  te   chosen 
each  annual  meeting  of  the  Associatioi 
and  shall  hold  office  until  the  electio| 
cf  their  successors.     In  case  of  an  offici 
becoming    vacant   between    any    of    thjj 
annual    meetings,    the    executive    coi 
mittee  shall  have  power  to  elect  a  pei 
son  to  fill  the  same  for  the  remaindc 
of  the  term. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Pr( 
sident  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  tl 
Association,  and  he  shall,  upon  beii 
requested  by  the  eexecutive  committeil 
direct  the  Secretary  to  call  meetinj 
from  time  to  time  of  the  General  Ad'^ 
sory  Council  and  Executive,  and  speeil 
meetings  of  the  Association.  The  meej 
ings  of  the  general  Advisory  Councj 
and  Executive  Committee  shall  be  callt 
by  a  notice  to  each  member  of  the  Coui 
cil  and  Committee.  Meetings  of  tl 
Association  shall  be  called  by  writt( 
notification  to  the  President  and  Secw 
tary  of  each  Riding  Association,  to  a] 
point  delegates  and  notify  the  otli< 
members  thereof. 

4.  In  the  absence  of  the  President 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  or,  in  the! 
absence,  a  chairman,  chosen  by  thf 
m.eeting,    shall    preside. 

5.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association, 
he  shall  have  the  custody  of  its  books 
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4ind  papers,  and  shall  conduct  all  cor- 
respondence and  report  thereon  at  each 
xegular  meeting  ;  he  shall  also,  when 
requested  by  the  President,  call  special 
meetings  of  the  Association. 

6.  The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  aid 
the  Secretary  in  the  discharge  of  his 
■duties. 

7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Hon- 
orary Secretary-Treasurer  to  receive  all 
moneys  belonging  to  the  Association, 
to  keep  a  written  account  oH  all  receipts 
*nd  expenditure,  and  to  pay  no  sums 
without  obtaining  an  order  signed  by 
the  chairman  or  secretary  of  the  execu- 
tive committee.  He  shall  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  present  a  financial  report 
.to  the  Association. 

8.  The  Legal  and  Constitutional  Ad- 
viser shall  prepare  explanatory  compi- 
lations or  booklets  on  the  Ontario  and 
Federal  Franchise  Acts,  The  Registra- 
tion of  Voters  Acts  and  The  Elections 
Acts  and  on  any  legislation,  Federal 
or  Provincial  (Ontario)  that  disturbs 
•established  constitutional  principles  and 
practice  ;  and  also,  upon  consultation 
with  the  Executive  Committee,  exercise 
on  behalf  of  this  Association  a  super- 
visory discretion  on  any  circulars,  leaf- 
lets, pamphlets,  illustrations,  cartoons 
or  other  publications  or  documents  pur- 
porting to  be  issued  by,  or  on  behalf 
of,  or  in  the  interests  of  the  Liberal 
Party. 

9.  The  executive  committee  shall 
meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman.  It 
shall  regularly  employ  such  active 
measures  for  carrying  out  the  objects 
of  the  Association  as  may  seem  best, 
and  shall  have  full  control  of  all  finan- 
cial matters  in  the  interval  between 
meetings   of   the   Association. 


10.  The  executive  committee  may, 
from  time  to  time,  repeal,  amend  or  re- 
enact  any  provision  of  this  Constitution, 
but  any  change  so  made,  unless  con- 
firmed at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation called  for  the  purpose,  shall  bs 
effective  only  until  the  next  annua) 
meeting  of  the  Association  ;  and  if  not 
then  finally  confirmed,  shall  thereafter 
cease  to  have  any  force  and  the  original 
provisions  shall  prevail. 

11.  As  soon  as  the  organization  by 
districts  of  the  Liberal  Party  in  ths 
Province  of  Ontario  is  completed,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of 
this  Association  to  meet  in  conference 
with  the  Presidents  of  such  other  Dis- 
trict Associations  as  may  be  formed  on 
the  same  basis  as  this  Association,  and 
arrange  with  them  for  the  organization 
of  an  Ontario  Liberal  Executive  Com- 
mittee, to  be  composed  of  members  re- 
presenting each  district  Association,  as 
well  as  to  define  the  membership  and 
duties  of  the  said  Provincial  Committee, 
the  location  of  a  Central  Liberal  office 
for  Ontario,  and  such  other  matters 
as  may  properly  appertain  to  the  duties 
of  the  Governing  body  of  the  Liberal 
Party  within  Ontario.  The  members  to 
represent  this  Association  on  the  said 
Ontario  Liberal  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  elected  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee  of  this  Association. 

12.  The  funds  required  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Association,  including  its 
contribution  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
Central  Liberal  Office  for  the  Province 
of  Ontario,  chall  be  raised  by  levy  on 
the  Association  for  each  constituency, 
or  in  such  other  manner  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
will  ensure  a  fair  distribution  of  the 
amount  or  amounts  to  be  so  levied. 


The  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal  Associatio] 


OFFICERS 

The  Nominating  Committee,  appointed 
at  ^  the  Meeting  of  Delegates  on  the 
evening  of  January  13th,  1919,  to  pre- 
pare an  Agenda  for  the  General  Meeting 
on  this  date,  beg  to  submit  their  report 
recommending  the  selection  of  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  'officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion: 

HONOEARY  PRESIDENT  :— 

The  Right  Honorable,  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier,  P.  C,  M.  P. 

HONORARY    VICE-PRESIDENTS:— 

Hon.  Chas.  Murphy,  M.  P. 
Hon.  G.  P.  Graham,  Ex-M.P  . 
T.  B.  Caldwell,  Ex-M.  P. 
H.  B.  McGiverin,  Ex-M.  P. 
Damase  Racine,  M.  L.  A. 
Norman  Reid,  Ex-M.  L.  A. 
A.   C.  Hardy,   Esquire. 

PRESIDENT:— 

Herbert  H.  Horsey,  Cressy  P.  O. 
Liberal  Candidate,  Prince  Edward 
County,  Ontario. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS  :— 

J.    O.   Herity,      Belleville,     Hastings 

County. 
»     J.    E.    McGlade,      Brockville,     Leeds* 

County. 
R.  Smith,   Cornwall,  Stormont. 
T.  A.  Low,  Renfrew,  Renfrew  County. 
A.  E.  Provost,  Ottawa. 
E.  J.  Daly,  Ottawa. 
J.    D.    Pregent,     Lefaivre,     Prescott 

County. 

HONORARY  SECRETARY- 
TREASURER:— 

Andrew  Haydon,  Ottawa. 

LEGAL  AND  CONSTITUTIONAL 
ADVISER:— 

Alexander  Smith,  Barrister-at-Law. 
Ottawa. 

On  motion  the  foregoing  recommen- 
dation was  confirmed  and  tke  officers 
mentioned   declared   elected. 


ADVISORY     COUNCIL    AND 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


The  Nominating  Committee,  appoi&ted 
at-  the  Meeting  of  Delegates  oa  the 
evening  of  January  13th,  1919,  to  pre 
pare  an  Agenda  for  the  General  Itfeet 
ing  on  this  date,  further  report  that 
they  have  received  from  delegates  pre-; 
sent  a  number  of  nominations  for  the 
General  Advisory  Council,  provided  for 
in  the  said  Constitution,  and  for  the 
Executive  Committee,  also  provided  for- 
therein,  and  beg  to  submit  a  supplement- 
ary report  attached  hereto  containin|{ 
the  said  nominations: 

GENERAL   ADVISORY   COUNCIL. 

46  Members  as  Follows: — 

1."    OTTAWA  EAST: 

E,  R.  E.  Chevrier,  Ottawa. 
Gordon  C.  Edwards,  Ottawa. 

2.  OTTAWA  WEST: 
E.   A.   Larmonth,   Ottawa. 
Geo.  Higgerty,  Ottawa. 

3.  CARLETON: 
Geo.  Milford,  Carp. 
Edward  Dwyer,  Dwyer  Hill. 

4.  LANARK  SOUTH: 
Dr  Dwyer,  Perth. 
W.  W.  Walker,  Perth. 

5.  LANARK  NORTH: 

Peter  McCallum,  Almonte. 
Robert  Robertson,  Lanark. 

6.  RENFREW   SOUTH: 
R.  J.  Slattery,  Arnprior. 
J.  S.  McCann,  Eganville, 

7.  RENFREW    NORTH: 
p.  A.   Jones,  Pembroke. 
Henry  Barr,  Jr.  Douglas. 

8.  GRENVILLE: 
Dr  Felming,  Prescott. 
D.  J.  Kyle,  Merrickville. 

9.  RUSSEUL: 
A.  C.  Marion,  Rockland. 
D.   McArthur,  Russell. 

10.  PRESCOTT: 
J.  N.  Lapointe,,  Pournier. 
W.  A.  McRea,  Hawkesbury. 


11.  GLENGARRY  : 

F.  T.  Costello,  Alexandria. 

Archie  J.  MacDonald,  North  Lancsister 

12.  STORMONT: 

C.  H.  Cline,  Cornwall. 
J.  G.  Munro,  Finck. 

13.  DUNCAS: 

George  L.  Brown,  Morrisburg. 
W.  Hamilton,  Chesterville. 

14.  BROCKVILLE: 

W.  A.  Lewis,  Brockville. 

G.  C.  Gumming,  Lyn. 

15.  LEEDS: 

Dr  J.  P.  Sinclair,  Gananoque. 
Frank  Halliday,  Elgin. 

16.  FRONTENAC: 


17.  KINGSTON: 

R.   F.  Elliott,   177   Princess   Street. 
M.  Sullivan,  87   King  Street. 

18.  LENNOX  : 

Dr  H.  S.  Northmore,  Bath. 
D.  H.  Allison,  Bath. 

19.  ADDINGTON: 

A.  W.  Martin,   Moscow. 
P.  J.  Murphy,  Enterprise. 

20.  PRINCE  EDWARD: 

R.  W.  Ireland,  Wellington. 
W.    V.   Pettet,   Picton. 

21.  HASTINGS  EAST: 
James  H.  Clare,  Tweed. 
J.  V.  Walsh,  Marysville. 

22.  HASTINGS  WEST: 
Malcolm  Wright,  Belleville. 
Charles  Vamdewaters,  Reeve  of  Syd- 
ney, R.  R.  No.  1  Belleville. 

23.  HASTINGS  NORTH: 
Lindsay  Miklejohn,  Stirling. 

D.  L.  Kavanagh,  Bancroft. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
23  Members  as  Follows: 

1.  OTTAWA   EAST: 

E.  R.  E.  Chevrier,  Ottawa. 

2.  OTTAWA    WEST: 

E.  A.  Larmonth,  Ottawa. 

3.  CARLBTON: 
Geo.  Milford,  Carp. 


4.  LANARK  SOUTH: 
Dr,  Dwyer,  Perth. 

5.  LANARK  NORTH: 
Peter  MeCallum,  Almonte. 

6.  RENFREW   SOUTH: 
R.  J.  Slattery,  Arnprior. 

7.  RENFREW  NORTH: 
D.  A.  Jones,  Pembroke. 

8.  GRENVILLE: 

Dr  Fleming,  Prescott. 

9.  RUSSELL: 

A.  C.  Marion,  Rockland. 

10.  PRESCOTT: 

J.  N.  Lapointe,  Fournier. 

11.  GLENGARRY  : 

F.  T.  Costello,  Alexandria. 

12.  STORMONT: 

\C.  H.  Cline,  Cornwall. 

13.  DUNDAS: 

Geo.  L.  Brown,  Morjisburg. 

14.  BROKVILLE: 

W.  A.  Lewis,  Brockville. 

15.  LEEDS: 

Dr  J.  P.  Sinclair,  Gananoque. 

16.  FRONTENAC: 

17.  KINGSTON: 

R.  F.  Elliott,  177  Princess  Street. 

18.  LENNOX  : 

Dr  H.  S.  Northmore,  Bath. 

19.  ADDINGTON: 

A.  W.  Martin,  Moscow. 

20.  PRINCE  EDWARD: 

R.  W.  Ireland,  Wellingtom. 

21.  HASTINGS  EAST: 
James  H.  Clare,  Tweed. 

22.  HASTINGS  WEST: 
Malcolm  Wright,  Belleville. 

2:?.     HASTINGS  NORTH: 
Lindsay  Meiklejohn,  Stirling. 

The  foregoing  recommendations  were 
upon  motion  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  Boyd  A.  C.  Caldwell,  Perth; 
concurred  in  and  adopted.  See  also 
paragraph  1  of  article  III  of  the 
constitution. 


RESOLUTIONS 


The  committee  on  resolutions  arran- 
ged for  a  mover  of  each  resolution  and 
as  discussion  was  open,  any  delegates 
present  could  second.  Some  of  the  re- 
solutions had  more  than  one  seconder 
and  others  were  practically  seconded 
by  the  whole  assemblage.  The  resolu- 
tions discussed,  amended  and  adopted 
are  as  follows: — 

RIGHTS   OF   SOLDIERS  AND 
SOLDIERS. 

Moved  by  J.  E.  Thompson,  of  Amprlor — 

That  the  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal 
Association  pledges  itself  to  insist  and 
make  sure  that  our  sailors  and  soldiers 
shall  have  the  first  claim  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  Parliament,  as  they  al- 
ready have  upon  the  gratitude  of  the 
Canadian  people;  that  none  of  those 
who  have  served  in  the  forces  shall  be 
allowed  to  fall  into  distress,  either 
from  lack  of  employment  or  from  any 
other  defect  in  our  social  organization; 
that  those  who  have  been  incapacitaded 
from  following  their  occupations  shall 
be  freely  assisted  to  train  themselves 
for  new  employments,  and  shall  be 
further  assisted  by  the  State  in  every 
practical  way  to  establish  themselves 
as  producers,  or  in  business,  or  as  wage- 
earners;  that  the  pensions  from  the 
Government  to  disabled  men,  and  to 
widows  and  children,  shall  be  sufficient 
in  amount  to  secure  a  satisfactory  stan- 
dard of  comfort;  and  that  the  Pensions 
Fund  shall  be  generously  and  sym- 
pathetically administered. 

INDUSTRIAL    RECONSTRUCTION. 

Moved  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Sparks,  Ottawa. 

The  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal  Asso- 
ciation is  of  the  opinion  that  the  pro- 
blem of  the  future  is  Reconstruction, 
and  \  that  industrial  Reconstruction  is 
its  most  important  phase.  To  introduce 
into  the  government  of  industry  the 
principles  of  representation,  whereby  the 
interest  of  labour  and  of  the  community 
may  be  considered  in  industrial  control 
and  the  shaping  of  industrial  policies, 
is  the  natural  work  of  Liberalism.  It 
is  to  Liberalism  that  we  owe  the  tran- 
sition from  autocratic  to  representative 
and   responsible  government  in  the   af- 
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fairs  of  the  State.     To  democratize  th 
Government   of  industry  so  as  to  giv 
to  the  workers  and  consumers  a  larger 
share  in  the  government  of  industry  la- 
the task  that  lies  ahead. 

WAR  TIME  ELECTIONS  ACT. 

Moved  by  Mr  A.  C.  Hardy,  Brockville.- 


WHEEEAS  there  have  been  persist- 
ent and  widespread  demands  for  thel 
repeal  of  The  War  Time  Elections  Act — | 
notably  those  made  by  Premier  Martin, 
of  Saskatchewaan,  Hon.  W.  R.  Mother-] 
well,  the  Hon.  Walter  Scott  and  the| 
Liberals  of  Western  Canada: — 

AND  WHEREAS  the  said  Act  is  still 
retained   on   the   Statute   Book: — 

AND  WHEREAS  auring  the  period] 
of  the  War  General  Elections  were  heldl 
in  8  of  the  9  Provinces,  without  any| 
restriction  of  the  Provincial  Franchise,i 
while  in  some  of  the  Provinces,  during' 
the  same  period,  the  Franchise  was  en- 
larged by  granting  votes  to  women :- 

RESOLVED  that,  in  the  opinion  o£| 
this  Association,  the  War  Time  Elec-i 
tions  Act  is  not  only  a  foul  blot  upon^ 
our  national  honor,  but  is  also  a  stand- 
ing menace  to  the  peace  and  progress  ofJ 
the  Dominion,  and  that  this  meeting] 
recommend  that  the  fair-minded  peoplfti 
of  Canada  loe  persistently  appealed  to-l 
until  an  aroused  public  opinion  forces] 
the  Government  to  repeal  this  iniquitouj 
measure. 

THE    TARIFF. 

Moved  by  I.  E.  Pedlow,  M.  P.— 

WHEREAS  the  Liberal  Party  of  Ca- 
nada, at  a  National  Convention  in  1893, 
unanimously  adopted  a  policy  of  Ta- 
riff Reform  in   the  following  terms: — I 

"We,  the  Liberal  Party  of  Canada, 
''in  Convention  assembled,   declare: — 

"That  the  customs  tariff  of  the  Do- 
' '  minion  should  be  based,  not  as  it  is 
"now,  upon  the  protective  principle; 
"but  upon  the  requirements  of  the  pu- 
"  blie    service; 

' '  That  the  existing  tarjrf,  founded 
"upon  an  unsound  principle,  and  used, 
"as  it  has  been  by  the  Government,  as 
' '  a  corrupting  agency,  wherewith  to 
' '  keep  themselves  in   office,  nas   deve- 
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*  •  loped  monopolies,  trusts  and  combi- 
^' nation; 

''It  has  decreased  the  value  of  farm 
^'and  other  landed  property; 

''It  has  oppressed  the  masses  to  the 
''cnrichement  of   a  few; 

"It  has  checked  immigration; 

"It  has  caused  great  loss  of  popula- 
"tiou  ; 

"It  has  impefied  commerce; 

"It  has  discriminated  against  Great 
"Britain; 

"In  these  and  in  many  other  ways  it 
"has  occasioned  great  public  and  pri- 
*'vate  injury,  all  of  which  evils  must 
^'continue  to  grow  in  intensity  as  long 
^'as  the  present  tariff  system  remains  in 
"force, 

"That  the  highest  interests  of  Ca- 
"nada  demand  a  removal  of  this  ob- 
"stacle  to  our  country's  progress,  by 
^'the  adoption  of  a  sound  fiscal  policy, 
*' which,  while  not  doing  injustice  to 
"any  class,  will  promote  domestic  and 
**  foreign  trade,  and  hasten  the  return 
"of  prosperity  to  our  peoi)le; 

"That  to  that  end,  the  tariff  should 
"be  reduced  to  the  needs  of  honest, 
"economical  and  efficient  government. 

"That  it  should  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
"make  free,  or  to  bear  as  lightly  as 
"possible  upon,  the  necessaries  of  life, 
"and  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  pro- 
■*/  mote  freer  trade  with  the  whole  world, 
"more  particularly  with  Great  Britain 
"and  the  United  States. 

"We  believe  that  the  results  of  the 
"protective  system  have  grievously  dis- 
"  appointed  thousands  of  persons  who 
"honestly  supported  it,  and  that  the 
"country,  in  the  light  of  experience,  is 
"now  prepared  to  declare  for  a  sound 
"fiscal  policy. 

"The  issue  between  the  two  political 
"parties  on  this  question  is  now  clearly 
"defined. 

"The  Government  themselves  admit 
"the  failure  of  their  fiscal  policy  and 
**now  profess  their  willingness  to  make 
"some  changes,  but  they  say  that  such 
"changes  must  be  based  only  on  the 
"principle  of  protection. 

"We  denounce  the  principle  of  pro- 
'"tection  as  radically  unsound,  and  un- 
"just  to  the  masses  of  the  people,  and 
"we    declare    our    conviction    that    any 


'•tariff  changes,  based  on  that  principle, 
* '  must  fail  to  afford  any  substantial 
' '  relief  from  the  burdens  under  which 
' '  the  country  labors. 

"This  issue  we  unhesitatingly  accept 
"and  upon  it  we  await,  with  the  ful- 
"lest  confidence,  the  verdict  of  the 
"electors  of  Canada." 

AND  WHEREAS,  after  its  accession 
to  power  in  1896,  the  Liberal  Party 
made  the  following  reductions  in  the 
Tariff,  viz: — 

In  1897  there  were  48  articles  added 
to  the  free  list  and  duties  were  reduced 
on    147 — including   farm   implements; — 

In  1904  there  were  14  more  articles 
added  to  the  free  list  and  duties  were 
reduced  on  14  others: — 

In  1907  the  duty  on  harvesters,  mo- 
wers, reapers,  and  self-binders  and  bin- 
ding attachements  was  redu««d  from 
20  p.  c.  to  17  1-2  p.  c. 

To  Great  Britain  there  was  given  a 
preference  by  way  of  deduction  from 
the  general  tariff  amounting  to  33  1-3 
p.  c. 

And  with  the  United  States  an  agree- 
ment was  affected  in  1910  wliereby  the 
minimum  tariff  under  the  Payne-Ald- 
rich  Bill  was  applied  to  Canada  while 
the  maximum  tariff  under  the  same  Bill 
was  applied  to  other  countries  by  the 
United  States. 

AND  WHEREAS,  in  1911  the  Liberal 
Government  of  the  day  negociated  « 
Reciprocal  Tariff  Agreement  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  under 
which  when  effective,  certain  natural 
products  were  to  be  admitted  free  into 
both  countries,  and  the  duties  on  a  limi- 
ted number  of  other  articles  were  to 
be  reduced. 

AND  WHEREAS,  on  submitting  its 
policy  to  the  people,  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment was  defeated  and  was  replaced  by 
a  Conservative-Nationalist  administra- 
tion under  Sir  Robert  Borden: — 

AND  WHEREAS  after  the  Borden 
Administration  attained  office,  the  du- 
ties were  increased  on  certain  specified 
articles,  and  a' further  general  increase 
of  7  1-2  p.  c.  was  placed  in  the  Tariff 
on  all  commodities  coming  into  Canada 
from  outside  Great  Britain,  and  an  in- 
crease of  5  p.  c.  was  placed  on  the  goods 
coming  in  from  Great  Britain: 

AND  WHEREAS,  besides  opposing 
the  said  Tariff  increases  oy  7  1-2  p.  c. 
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and  5  p.  c.  respectively  the  Liberal  Op- 
position on  different  occasions  since 
1911  and  more  particularly  on  January 
28th,  1914,  on  February  10th,  1914,  on 
March  11th,  1914,  on  April  23rd,  1914, 
on  April.  28th,  1914,  on  March  16th, 
1915,  and  on  February  23rd,  1916,  moved 
in  the  House  of  Commons  for  reductions 
in  the  Tariff  on  specified  articles,  and  on 
each  of  the  occasions  mentioned  their 
motions  were  defeated  by  the  majority 
supporting  Sir  Eobert  Borden  : — 

AND  WHEKEAS,  on  May  23rd,  1917, 
the  Liberal  Opposition  in  the  House  of 
Commons  moved  an  omnibus  resolution 
embodying  practically  all  the  proposals 
for  tariff  reduction  previously  made  by 
them  in  Parliament  and  defeated  as  in 
the  next  preceding  paragraph  men- 
tioned:— 

AND  WHEREAS,  the  said  omnibus 
resolution  of  May  23rd,  1917,  was  also 
opposed  and  defeated  by  the  Borden 
administration : — 

AND  WHEREAS,  the  election  mani- 
festo issued  in  Novem\)er  iyl7  by  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laurier  as  the  Leader  of  the 
Liberal  Party,  contained  a  declaration 
as  to  Tariff  Reform  in  these  Words: — 

*'In  further  mitigation  of  disadvan- 
''tages  to  Agricultural  production,  I 
"would  immediately  remove  the  duties 
"on  Agricultural  Implements  and  other 
"essentials,  as  demanded  by  the  West- 
"ern  farmers.  A  General  well-consi- 
"dered  reform  of  the  Tariff  for  the 
"purpose  of  helping  Canadian  produc- 
"tion  and  relieving  the  Canadian  con- 
"sumer  would  also  be  an  object  of  my 
"administration." 

NOW  THEREFORE  be  it  resolved 
that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association, 
not  only  should  the  said  Tariff  increases 
of  7  1-2  p.  c.  and  5  p.  e.  be  immediately 
repealed,  but  that  there  should  also  be 
an  immediate  downward  revision  of  the 
Tariff  in  accordance  with  the  above 
mentioned  omnibus  resolution  moved  by 
the  Liberal  Opposition  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  May  23rd,  1917,  in  these 
terms: — 

"1.  That  wheat,  wheat  flour,  and  all 
"other  products  of  wheat  be  placed 
'  *  upon  the  free  list. 

* '  2.  That  farm  implementts  and  ma- 
'  *  chinery,  farm  tractors,  mining,  flour 
"and  saw-mill  machinery  and  repairs 
"for  same,  rough  and  partly  dressed 
"lumber,  illuminating,  lubricating  arid 
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"fuel  #oils,    cement    and    fertilizers 
"added  to  the  free  list. 

"3.     That  staple  foods  and  food  prJ 
"ducts    (other   than  wheat  flour), 
"mestic    animals    and    foods    therefoi 
"be  admitted  into  Canada  free  of  dul 
"when  coming  from  and  being  the  ^r^ 
"duct    of    any    country   admitting   lik^ 
' '  Canadian    articles    into    such    country 
"free  of  duty. 

"4.  That  substantial  reductions  be- 
"made  in  the  general  Tariff  on  all  ar- 
"  tides  imported  into  Canada,  except- 
' '  ing  luxuries. 

"5.     That 'the  British  Preference  b« 
"increased    to    fifty    per    cent    of    tl 
"general   tariff." 

RESPONSIBLE    GOVERNMENT. 
Moved  by  C.  H.  Cline,  Cornwall — 

The  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal  Assc 
ciation  hereby  affirms  that  in  order  t^ 
secure  and  retain  responsible  and  reprt 
sentative  Government  in  Canada  ther| 
should  be — 

(a)  Insistence  on  the  power  of  thi 
people  through  >their  accredited  reprt 
sentatives  in  Parliament  assembled  r( 
suiting  in  legislation  made  by  the  peopl<| 
and  for  the  people  iy.  direct  opposition 
to  the  aristocratic,  autocratic  and  HigJ 
Tory  method  of  Order-in-Council  whiclj 
is  designed  to  destroy  the  commoi 
birthright  of  a  free  democracy. 

(b)  Insistence  on  the  primary  Lib< 
ral  principle  that  no  jian  because  he 
of  a  particular  family,  or  social  ordei 
01  holds  to  a  particular  creed  or  opinioi 
be'  invested  by  Society  witn  any  advai 
tage  aver  his  fellows  and  in  particuh 
tliat  militarism  in  all  its  forms  is  at 
solutely  distasteful  and  repugnant  t< 
Canadian  life  and  must  be  constantly 
and  sternly  repressed. 

(c)  Insistence  as  a  practical  measur^ 
upon  the  abolition  of  any  particulr ' 
Dominion  Franchise.  Canadian  Liben 
lism  clearly  recognizes  that  the  basis 
political  power"  is  the  Municipality,  anj 
the  Electoral  qualification  for  the  To^ 
meeting  ought  to  be  the  same  as  foj 
the  Meeting  at  Ottawa  and  no  frel 
people  can  long  suffer  .such  outrages 
as  tlio  Dominion  Franchise  Act  of  1885 
or  its  modern  prototype  The  War  Tirat 
Elections  Act  of  1917,  without  risin| 
in  its  might  to  averthrow  the  purely 
Prussian  authocracy  that  has  made  suoh 
measures  possible. 
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PUBLICITY   AND   CO-OPERATION 
IN  SAME. 

Moved  by  Dr  M.  Mckay,  Pembroke.— 
THAT  in  the  opinion  or  this  Asso- 
ciation one  of  the  most  pressing  needs 
of  the  hour  is  the  restoration  to  the 
Canadian  people  of  a  public  press  free 
from  the  '^ interests"  and  the  smother- 
ing control  of  a  Prussian  paternalism 
so  that  Liberal  doctrines  may  be  freely, 
disseminated  among  the  great  mass  of 
our  citizens.  And  with  that  end  in  view 
Liberals  should  be  appealed  to  every- 
where throughout  the  country  asking 
their  endorsement  and  support  of  a 
well  considered  scheme  for  the  publica- 
tion of  newspapers  devoted  to  the 
highest  interests  of  the  country  and 
faithful  at  all  times  to  the  noblest 
traditions  of  Liberal  Democracy;  so  that 
never  again  shall  the  High  Priest  of 
High  Toryism  beguile  the  common  ci- 
tizen into  the  Blind  Alleys  of  prepu- 
dice  and  hatred;  only  in  this  way  can 
we  hope  to  "put  foresight  in  place  of 
drifting,  and  team  play  in  place  of 
class  and  race  and  sectional  wrangling. ' ' 

CONFIDENCE   IN  AND   CONGRATU- 
LATIONS TO   SIR  WILFRID 
LAURIER. 

Moved  by  J.  E.  McGlade,  Brockville — 

That  the  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal 
Association  take  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunity afforded  by  this  its  first 
meeting,  to  place  upon  its  records  the 
unfaltering  confidence  of  its  members 
in  The  Right  Honorable  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  as  the  Leader  of  the  Liberal 
Party  of  Canada,  and  to  congratulate 
liim  upon  the  fact  that,  thanks  to  his 
moderation  and  wisdom,  the  ranks  of 
Liberalism  are  rapidly  re-uniting,  and 
that  in  the  conflict  that  lies  close  at 
hand  between  the  forces  of  progress 
and  the  advocates  of  class  privilege 
and  reaction,  the  Liberal  Party,  with 
strength  renewed,  will  again  lead  the 
van  in  asserting  the  rights  of  Canadian 
Democracy. 

GOVERNMENT  BY  CABINET. 

Moved  by  F.  T.  Costello,  Alexandria — 

RESOLVED  that  this  Association  re- 
cords its  earnest  protest '  against  the 
long-continued  disregard  of  the  funda- 
mental   principles    of    responsible    Gov- 


ernment as  instanced  by  the  over- 
riding of  the  rights  of  Parliament  in 
legislating  by  Order-in-Council  without 
consulting  the  elected  representatives 
of  the  people;  by  appointing  nominees 
of  the  Crown  in  the  Senate  as  Ministers 
in  charge  of  three  of  the  most  impor- 
tant Departments  of  State,  namely  Sol- 
diers Civil  Re-establishment,  Post  Offi- 
ce, and  Labor,  thus  giving  to  the  Com- 
mons no  Minister  for  these  Departments 
able  to  give  adequate  and  full  account- 
ing of  stewartship  before  further  sup- 
plies are  voted;  by  deliberately  contin- 
uing to  leave  unrepresented  in  the 
Commons  the  constituencies  of  Glen- 
garry, North  Ontario  and  Assiniboia; 
and  by  the  long  and  unnecessary  delay 
in  summoning  Parliament  after  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  while  peace  terms, 
trade,  demobilization  and  re-construc- 
tion problems  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Cabinet  without  first  seeking  the  ad- 
vice and  authority  of  Parliament. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE 

In  the  absence  of  Carleton  Woods,  of 
Lennox,  E.  W.  Grange,  Ottawa,  moved  : 

That  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
apart  altogether  from  direct  expendi- 
tures on  war  account,  the  already  high 
total  of  purely  domestic  expenditures 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  govern- 
ment has  been  increased  by  the  creation 
of  new  and  unnecessary  machinery  in 
the  way  of  scores  of  Commissions, 
Bureaus,  Committees,  Boards,  etc.,  there 
is  ample  ground  for  the  belief  that, 
throughout  the  departments  of  govern- 
ment, extravagant  and  wasteful  con- 
tracts have  been  entered  into,  notably 
those  for  rolling  stock,  steel  rails,  gen- 
eral railway  equipment  and  steel 
l)lates  for  the  construction  of  Canadian 
cargo  vessels  ;  and  having  further  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  every  unnecessary 
and  dishonest  expenditure  under  cover 
of  the  war  has  been  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  soldier,  the  sailor,  and  the 
general  tax-payer,  who  have  borne  the 
burden  of  the  war,  while  the  profiteers 
have  been  enabled  by  the  Government 
to  exploit  the  nation's  sacrifice  for 
tlieir  own  benefit  : — 

RESOLVED  that,  in  view  of  the 
foregoing  state  of  affairs,  it  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Association,  an  urgent 
national  duty  devolving  upon  the  Lib- 
eral members  of  Parliament  to  at  once 
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institute  a  searching  and  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  all  Government  expend- 
iture, and  that  to  expedite  such  work 
a  Parliamentary  Committee  should  be 
appointed  without  delay  to  conduct  an 
enquiry  prior  to  the  opening  of  Par- 
liament, during  the  Session  of  Par- 
liament,   and    after    Prorogation,    and 


that  the  result  of  its  work,  with  suok 
suggestions  for  punitive,  or  other  m6a- 
sures,  as  the  facts  may  warrant,  would 
be  made  known  to  the  people  of  Canada 
through  periodical  statements  issued 
under  the  authority  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier,  the  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party 
of  Canada. 
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Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  closes  the  Proceedings 
by  outlining  the  Liberal  Policy 


Fair  Treatment  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors. — Generous  care  for  dependents  of  the 
fallen. — Maintenance  of  British  Preference  restored  and  unimpaired. — 
Reciprocity  in  Food  Stuffs.— Gradual  Progress  Toward  Freer  Trade. — Demo- 
cratization of  Labor. — Abolition  of  Government  by  Order-in-Council. — 
Abolition  of  Press  Censorship. — Repeal  of  the  War  Time  Elections  Act  and 
for  a  League  of  Nations. 


Immediately  ui>on  the  delegates  reas- 
sembling at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening 
H.  H.  Horsey,  Cressy,  Ont.,  President 
of  the  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal  Asso- 
ciation, arose  and  called  upon  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  to 
deliver  an  address.  Mr.  Horsey 
said  : — 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  accordance 
with  your  wishes  and  the  fitness  of  the 
occasion,  my  opening  remarks  shall  be 
of  the  briefest  description.  We  are 
assembled  here  this  evening  to  receive 
a  message  from  our  great  and  respected 
leader,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier.  The  public  deliverances  of 
Sir  Wilfrid  in  times  past  on  similar 
occasions  have  always  been  like  torches 
to  guide  and  lead  our  minds  to  the  so- 
lution of  difficult  and  intricale  problems. 
He  is  well  fitted  to  throw  a  light  upon 
our  pathway  today,  that  will  help  us 
grapple  succesfully  with  the  perplexing 
questions  that  confront  us  in  this  new 
epoch  in  the  world's  history.  We  have 
now  come  to  the  most  interesting  and 
pleasing  part  of  the  program.me  of  this 
convention,  ea  I  am  about  to  call  upon, 
not  to  introduce,  because  an  introduc- 
tion of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  in  almost 
any  part  of  the  English  and  French 
speaking  world  would  be  superfluous. 
I  therefore  call  upon  Sir  Wilfrid  Lau- 
rier who  has  ever  fought  for  individual 
Liberty,   and  Justice,   not  only  during 


the  past  four  years  but  for  well  nigh 
half  a  century,  to  address  you. 

AN  ENGLISH  LIBERAL  OUGHT 
TO  BE   PROUD. 

Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  who  was  received 
with  loud  applause  on  rising,  said:  Mr. 
Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen, — My 
first  words  to  you  must  be  words  of 
thanks  for  having  so  generously  res- 
ponded to  the  invitation  which  was  gi- 
ven to  you  to  be  present  here  in  Ottawa, 
in  order  to  organize  an  Eastern  Ontario 
Liberal  Association.  You  have  come 
in  greater  numbers  than  even  the  most 
sanguine  would  have  expected,  and  yet 
in  a  sense,  I  am  not  at  all  surprised, 
because  you  have  come  to  testify — 
to  solemly  testify  to  your  undying 
faith  in  those  ideals  which  have  always 
been  associated  with  British  Liberalism. 
If  there  was  ever  a  time  in  tthe  history 
of  the  world  and  especially  in  the  histo- 
ry of  the  British  world —  when  a  man 
who  professes  to  be  an  English  Liberal 
ought  to  be  proud  of  the  ideas  to  which 
he  has  devoted  his  life,  it  is  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  at  the  end  of  the  great  war, 
when  the  Liberal  policy  of  commercial 
freedom,  upon  which  was  fought  the 
great  battle  of  British  Liberalism  dur- 
ing the  nineteenth  century,  has  re- 
ceived such  unqualified  sanction.  Be- 
cause we  all  know,  nobody  can  deny  it, 
the  letters  are  written  as  plainly  as  if 
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we  saw  them  on  this  wall,  that  it  was 
the  Liberal  policy  of  commereial  free- 
dom which  has  enabled  England  to 
come  so  triumphantly  through  this  war 
from  an  economic  point  of  view;  which 
enabled  h«;^  during  the  last  75  years  to 
double  her  wealth  every  twenty  years, 
and,  during  this  emergency  to  finance 
her  expenditure  on  a  gold  basis  without 
any  effort —  a  feat  unique  perhaps  in 
the  history  of  the  world  where  pre- 
viously in  war  times  we  had  been  ac- 
customed to  paper  currency —  which 
enabled  her,  I  say,  upon  a  gold  basis, 
to  spend  $30,000,000  every  day  in  the 
year,  and  in  addition,  to  finance  some 
of  her  dependencies  and  many  of  hev 
allies.  It  is  this  inspiration  which  has 
brought  you  here,  and  in  so  doing  you 
are  simply  following  Vie  movement 
which  was  inaugurated  some  few  weeks 
ago  by  the  Liberals  of  Western  Ontario, 
when  they  started  an  organization  of 
their  own.  Another  meeting  to  orga- 
nize a  Central  Ontario  Association  will 
take  place  some  time  next  week,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
movement  spreading  east  and  west  will 
ultimately  reach  the  island  of  Vancou- 
ver in  the  west,  and  the  island  of  Prince 
Edward  island  in  the  east. 

The  Lady  and  The  Tiger. 
Now  the  Unionist  newspapers  —  of 
which  there  is  in  these  days  in  the 
Dominion  a  goodly  number,  perhaps  too 
large  a  number  for  the  good  of  the 
community,  but  this  is  a  free  country 
and  we  allow  freedom  of  speech  even 
when  speech  is  not  in  the  right  direc- 
tion — the  Unionist  press  have  found 
it  surprising  that  we  Liberals  in  time 
of  war,  and  because  though  hostilities 
have  ceased,  peace  has  not  been  pro- 
claimed— should  meet  as  we  do  to  per- 
fect our  organization  and  not  only  to 
maintain  it.  They  have  professed  sur- 
prise that  in  this  time  of  war  when  they 
have    a    so-called    Union    Government, 


composed  of  fornier  Liberars  and  per- 
manent Conservatives,  we  should  have 
the  audacity  to  be  thinking  of  party 
politics.  Sir,  if  this  attitude  of  ours 
is  a  cause  of  surprise  to  the  Unionist 
press,  it  is  no  surprise  to  us,  because  we 
know  of  old  the  spirit  of  Toryism,  and 
after  all,  it  is  the  Tory  leaven  which 
leaveneth  the  Unionist  lump.  It  is 
a  repitition  of  the  old  story  which  we 
have  heard  many  years  ago  of  the  tiger 
and  the  lady.  The  lady  approached  the 
tiger  with  a  smile  on  her  face,  but  after 
a  short  time  and  a  very  short  time  at 
that,  the  lady  was  inside  the  tiger  and 
the  smile  had  been  transferred  to  the 
face  of  the  tiger.  This,  I  believe,  in 
a  few  words,  is  the  story  of  the 
Unionist  Government.  But,  Sir,  we 
have  no  objection  to  tell  the  Unionist 
press  what  the  reason  or  what  the  mo- 
tive is  which  has  brought  us  together: 
It  is  that  we  still  believe  in  British 
institutions,  and  in  the  British  system 
of  responsible  Government.  In  this 
system  of  Government  there  are  two 
dominant  features.  The'  '  first  is 
that  Government  is  confided  to  a 
Committee  of  Parliament  called  the 
Cabinet,  whose  first  duty  is  to  advise 
the  Crown.  Confronting  the  Govern- 
ment in  Parliament  sits  the  minority, 
constituting  His  Majesty's  loyal  Oppo- 
sition, upon  whom  rests  the  duty  of 
supervising  the  actions  of  the  advisers 
of  the  Crown.  Let  it  be  well  under- 
stood that  we  Liberals  do  not  profess 
the  doctrine  that  an  Opposition  is  there 
always  to  oppose.  The  Opposition's 
duty  is  to  supervise;  to  approve  whem 
approval  is  needed,  and  to  disapprove 
and  criticise  when  dissapprovel  is  cal- 
led for — to  do  by  the  Government  as 
the  interest  of  the  country  demands  ; 
to  support  them  when  they  are  in  the 
right,  and  oppose  them  when  they  are 
in  the  wrong.  And,  Sir,  if  there  is  an 
Opposition    in    any    part    of    the    bel- 
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ligerent  countries  which  has  discharged 
that  duty  with  greater  fidelity  than  the 
Opposition  in  any  other  part,  I  claim 
the  credit  is  due  to  the  Canadian  Oppo- 
sition in  the  Canadian  Parliament.  We 
have  given  a  loyal  support  to  the  Go- 
vernment in  all  their  war  measures 
except  one,  and  upon  that  measure,  we 
decided  to  give  a  free  hand  to  every- 
t,(>dy — not  to  make  it  a  party  question, 
but  to  allow  everybody  to  follow  his 
own  inclination  as  his  conscience  told 
him  what  his  duty  was.  We  are  also 
told  by  the  Unionist  press — impliedly 
if  not  formally,  and  sometimes ,  even 
formally — that  since  we  have  a  Govern- 
ment composed  of  different  parties,  all 
opposition  should  cease  for  the  time 
being.  Sir,  whatever  Government  we 
may  have,  whether  it  be  a  Government 
representing  one  party  or  another  party, 
or  composed  of  different  parties — it  is 
in  the  interest  of  the  country  that  even 
that  Government  should  always  have  a 
virile  and  fearless  opposition  to  affirm 
the  righTs  of  the  people,  under  all  and 
every  circumstances.  This  is  at  all 
events  the  Liberal  policy  which  we  have 
to  propose  to  you  this  evening  in  the 
light  that  I  spoke  of  this  afternoon. 
We  question  na  man's  conscience,  and 
whatever  may  have  been  his  attitude 
in  the  past,  the  moment  he  accepts  the 
Liberal  doctrine,  that  is  enough  for  us, 
we  do  not  want  any  other  declaration 
of  principle.  But,  Sir,  the  Government 
has  gone  much  further.  If  the  Liberal- 
Unionist  press  wanted  to  have  no  oppo- 
sition whatever,  the  Union  Government 
went   a  step  further: 

THEY   WANTED   TO   HAVE   NO 
PARLIAMENT  AT  ALL. 

Of  course  they  could  not  dispense 
with  Parliament — it  is  there  in  the  law, 
provided  for  by  that  Constitution,  and 
it  cannot  be  done  away  with — but  the 
Government  acted  with  Parliament  very 
much  as  the  Tycoon,  in  the  old  consti- 


tiition  of  Japan,  acted  with  the  Mikado: 
The  Mikado  was  the  Sovereigm;  he  was 
the  source  of  all  authority,  but  the 
Tycoon,  while  leaving  him  all  the  pa- 
raphernalia, all  the  trappings  of  office, 
took  away  all  the  power.  This  is  exactly 
like  the  way  which  the  present  Union 
Government  would  have  treated  Par- 
liament. They  discarded  the  laws,  they 
discarded  all  the  sanctions  provided 
by  long  ages  of  experience  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people;  they  discarded 
all  these  necessary  formulas  which  are 
the  guarantees  of  liberty,  and  amended 
Statutes,  the  sole  right  of  Parliament 
itself,  simply  by  Order-in-Council.  They 
did  even  more:  They  went  so  far  as 
to  pass  Orders-in-Couneil  asking  and 
commanding  the  Military  authorities — 
it  is  a  fact  which  is  scarcely  believable, 
but  which  I  can  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  Canadian  people  now  that  the 
war  is  over — to  disobey  and  disregard 
the  rulings  of  Courts  of  Law  where 
these  rulings  were  at  variance  with  the 
tenets  of  their  own  Orders-in-Council. 
Sir,  could  anything  worse  have  been 
done  in  Russia  or  autocratic  Germany  f 
Could  the  Kaiser  himself  have  gone  any 
further  than  to  make  a  command  as 
tliat?  Well,  Sir,  such  is  the  case.  To- 
day, the  war  is  over,  and  the  time  has 
come,  when  the  Canadian  people,  if 
they  are  true  to  the  traditions  of  the 
past  and  the  spirit  left  them  by  their 
ancestors,  will  see  to  it  that  there  shall 
be  a  restoration  of  Parliamentary  Go- 
vernment at  no  distant  date. 

NEW  DUTIES  ARE  SPRINGING 
UP. 

Now  the  war  is  over,  thank  the  Lord. 
Victory  came  more  suddenly,  perhaps, 
than  we  had  anticipated  or  ever  expec- 
ted, though  our  hopes  were  every  day 
rising  higher  and  higher  since  the  mid- 
dle of  July  when  we  daily  received  the 
announcement  of  a  new  victory.  In  tha 
face  of  that  victory  won,  in  the  fact 
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of  the  absolute  failure  of  the  German 
authority,  new  duties  are  springing  upon 
us,  consequent  upon  our  victories,  which 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  at  once 
tackle  and  tackle  with  courage  and 
determination.  I  do  not  propose  this 
evening  to  go  over  the  whole  of  the 
questions  which  we  have  now  before 
us,  but  there  are  three  or  your — ^four, 
I  should  say — to  which  I  am  bound  to 
call  your  attention  right  away. 

The  first  is  the  treatment  of  our  re- 
turned soldiers.  Let  me  say  at  once,  with 
regard  to  the  treatnient  of  our  soldiers, 
that  not  because  they  have  done  so  much 
for  the  glory  of  Canada,  not  because 
they  have  so  much  for  the  integrity  of 
the  British  Empire,  not  because  they 
have  done  so  much  toward  saving  civ- 
ilization which  was  threatened,  but 
because  they  enlisted  and  fought,  be- 
cause they  were  ready  to  give  their 
lives  and  ih  many  eases  did  give  their 
lives,  the  only  basis  upon  which  this 
question  is  to  be  approached  is  that 
these  men  are  the  creditors  of  the  Ca- 
nadian people.  We  owe  them  a  debt 
which  has  to  be  discharged  to  the  ful- 
lest. Indeed,  not  only  to  the  fullest, 
but  with  interest  and  compound  inter- 
est at  that.  Of  those  who  have  en- 
listed there  are  'three  classes  of  men 
with  whom  we  have  to  deal.  First  of 
all  those  who  lost  their  lives  on  the 
battlefield,  whose  bones  now  rest  in  the 
soil  of  old  France,  and  who  have  given 
to  their  country,  and  to  the  cause  which 
that  country  has  espoused,  the  fullest 
measure  of  sacrifice.  Because  these 
gallent  men  are  no  more,  does  it  follow 
that  we  owe  them  nothing?  No.  The> 
are  now  in  the  grave,  but  we  owe  it  to 
their  widows  and  their  orphans  that 
the  State  should  take  care  of  them, 
that  the  widows  are  maintained  and 
the  orphans  brought  up.  That  is  the 
first  duty.  The  second  duty  is  to  those 
who,    though    living    still,    came    back 


maimed,  broken  in  health,  broken  is, 
body,  and  no  longer  able  to  provide  ier 
themselves.  What  is  the  duty  that  the 
State  owes  to  them  f  The  duty  which 
we  owe  to  those  thus  disabled  is  that 
we  should  provide  them  with  a  living 
equal  to  that  which  they  were  getting 
before  the  war,  when  they  undertook 
to  give  their  services  to  the  country. 

And,  have  we  no  obligation  to  thoit 
who  return  able-bodied  and  in  good 
health?  Nobody  will  assert  that.  They 
gave  up  their  occupations;  they  risked 
their  lives,  they  exposed  themselves  to 
all  the  dangers  of  war,  and  though  they 
are  still  able  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
yet  the  State,  the  nation,  owes  a  duty 
to  them,  and  it  is  to  assist  them  to  go 
back    into    civil   life. 

THE  GOVERNMENT  DEALS  IN 
.   WORDS. 

Well,  all  these  duties  are  standing 
before  us,  and  I  ask:  Has  the  Union 
Government,  so-called,  done  anything 
tc  discharge  any  one  of  these  duties f 
(A  voice  No.)  No.  the  answer  comes 
from  the  audience,  nothing  tangible. 
They  may  have  done  a  thing  here  and 
there,  I  do  not  know  I  hope  they  did, 
but  they  have  laid  down  no  rule  upon 
which  the  returned  soldier  can  go  and 
say  ''This  is  my  right  which  I  claim'*. 
We  have  abundant  words  from  them — 
words,  and  words,  and  words.  I  do 
not  know  that  a  month  has  passed  in 
which  we  did  not  have  some  declara- 
tion from  the  Governincnt — that  they 
were  looking  at  this  or  that,  and  the 
returned  soldiers  would  be  well  provi- 
ded for,  but  nothing  more  than  words. 

The  last  declaration  was  made  not 
later  than  yesterday  by  the  Acting  Pri- 
me  Minister,  who   said   this: 

''The  important  question  of  facili- 
tating land  settlement  by  returned  sol- 
diers has  received  most  painstaking 
attention." 
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Most  painstaking  attention  by  a  body 
composed  of  some  twenty  men  or  more, 
with  an  abundance  of  ministers,  de- 
puty ministers,  officers,  clerks,  and 
commissioners.  Commissions  galore  we 
have  now,  a  commission  every  day  al- 

ost.  What  is  the  result  of  this  pains- 
taking attention?  If  there  have  been 
any  results  from  it,  the  Government 
has  been  so  modest  they  have  not  yet 
confided  them  to  the  public,  and  every- 
body knows  that  modesty  is  not  one 
of  the  shining  virtues  of  the  Union 
Government. 

CHAOS  AT   OTTAWA. 


But  more  signifient  yet  is  the  speech 
which  was  delivered  by  my  friend,  at 
all  events,  my  former  friend,  Mr.  Cal- 
der,  a  member  of  the  Union  Govern- 
ment some  days  ago.  Mr.  Calder  spoko 
in  the  city  of  Toronto.  I  know  what 
it  is  to  speak  in  that  city,  as  a  Liberal, 
at  all  events.  I  do  not  know  what  it 
ie  to  speak  as  a  Unionist  Member.  But 
Mr.  Calder  spoke  to  the  people  of  To- 
ronto, and  he  spoke  in  a  way  which 
must  have  been  very  gratifying  to 
them  if  they  are  blessed  with  any  sense 
of  hope.  This  is  the  way  that  Mr. 
Calder  spoke: 

' '  Many  people  say  there  is  chaos  at 
Ottawa,  that  we  are  unprepared.  That 
is  entirely  erroneous.'' 

Many  people  say  there  is  chaos  at 
Ottawa,  that  we  are  unprepared  and 
Mr.  Calder  declares  this  is  altogether 
erroneous.  Well,  I  repeat  that  Mr. 
Calder  was  a  friend  of  mine.  Person- 
ally, I  have  nothing  against  him.  Po- 
litically, perhaps,  it  is  different.  At 
all  events,  our  relations  in  the  past 
have  been  so  good  that  when  he  tells 
ufl  that  any  statement  that  there  is 
chaos  in  Ottawa  is  not  true  and  that  it 
is  altogether  erroneous,  I  would  not  be 
disposed  to  take  issue  with  him.  And 
yet  let  us  see.    No  chaos  at  Ottawa? 


Many  people  think  there  is  chaos  at 
Ottawa  and  that  there  is  nothing  doing. 
Mr.  Calder  tells  us  this  is  all  wrong. 
What  is  there  then  in  Ottawa  if  there 
is  no  chaos?  Well,  rriend  as" I  am  of 
Mr.  Calder,  I  must  say  there  is  simply 
confusion — confusion  worse  confounded. 
Where  there  is  no  confusion,  there  is 
stagnation,  and  where  there  is  no  sta- 
gnation, there  is  confusion.  I  believe 
this  is  the  political  situation,  on  the 
whole,  at  Ottawa.  Mr.  Calder  goes  on 
to  say  further: 

''The  Governement  has  given  much 
time  and  throught  to  the  matter,  and 
progress  has  been  made." 

''Much  time  and  thought  to  the  mat- 
ter." Eemember  these  words.  "The 
problem  has  been  on  our  backs  for 
some  time." 

I  am  afraid  it  is  there  yet,  it  has  not 
befn  displaced. 

Then,  coming  to  the  land  settlement, 
Mr.  Calder  speaks  this  way: 

"There  is  no  more  difficult  problem. 
It  is  a  tremendous  task  and  involves 
a  vast  amount  of  money.  Canada  is 
3,000  miles  across,  the  land  varies  great- 
ly in  price.  Some  land  is  owned  by  the 
Provinces  and  some  by  the  Dominion. 
The  Government  decided  to  hand  over 
Crown  Lands  to  the  returned  soldiers 
and  advanced  a  loan  of  $2,500.  That 
is  the  only  Statutory  provision  to  date.*  * 

The  Government  decided  to  give  lands 
and  advance  money,  but  as  Mr.  Calder 
says,  this  is  all  that  has  been  done  by 
legislation.  There  has  been  an  Act  of 
Parliament  therefore  to  afford  lands 
and  money  to  the  soldiers.  Wb*''  >>a8 
been  done  under  that  Act  of  Pariiauieui 
which  was  passed  a  year  ago  and  moref 
Nothing  at  all.  But  hear  the  confes- 
idon  of  Mr.  Calder.  I  shall  read  fit  to 
you  in  a  moment.  There  has  been  le- 
gislation passed,  that  is  true.  There 
was  an  Act  passed  last  year  under  this 
title: 
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"An  Act  to  Assist  Eeturned  Soldiers 
in   Settling  upon   the  land   and  to   in- 
crease agricultural  Production.*' 
The  Act  sets  forth: 

"The  Governor  in  Council  may  ap- 
point a  Board  consisting  of  three  Com- 
missioners to  be  called  The  Soldiers 
Settlement  Board. 

'  *  Each  Commissioner  shall  hold  office 
during  good  beahvious,  but  may  be  re- 
moved at  any  time  by  the  Governor  in 
Council  for  cause.  Provided  that  a 
Commissioner  shall  cease  to  hold  office 
upon  reaching  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

"One  such  Commiissioner  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor  in  Council 
to  be  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

"The  Commissioner  shall  be  paid  a 
salary  of  six  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  each  of  the  other  Commis- 
sioners shall  be  paid  a  salary  of  five 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  such 
salaries  shall  be  paid  monthly  out  of 
any  unappropriated  moneys  forming  part 
Canada. 

"There  shall  be  attached  to  the 
Boar^-  such  officers,  instructors,  clerks. 
Stenographers  and  other  employees  as 
the  Board,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Governor-in-Council,  at  any  time  ap- 
points, with  such  salaries  and  remune- 
ration as  the  Govwnor  in  Council  may 
approve. 

"The  Minister,  at  the  request  of  the 
Board,  may  reserve  Dominion  Lands 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act.''  That 
Act  was  passed  in  1917.  In  1918,  there 
was  another  Act  passed,  "An  Act  en- 
titled Soldiers  Civil  Re-establishment", 
which  provides  that  there  shall  be  a 
Minister,  a  Parliamentary  Secretary,  tt 
Deputy  Minister,  and  officers  and  clerks 
galore.  And  yet,  having  two  Acts  upon 
the  Statute  Book,  so  far  as  legislation 
goes,  as  Mr.  Calder  says,  nothing  was 
done.  Do  you  know  why  nothing  was 
done?  I  defy  any  of  you  to  tell  me 
why  nothing  was  done  under  this  Act. 


The  Act  in  question  was  not  passel 
this  year  but  last  year,  before  the  elec- 
tions, when  the  war  was  going  on,  and 
seemed  far  from  its  conclusion,  and  yet 
was  passed  in  haste.  Nothing  was  done,. 
and  why  was  nothing  done  ?  Can  you  im- 
agine why  no  lands  were  appropriate* 
for  the  soldiers  ?  I  am  sure  if  je\ 
were  to  guess  you  never  could  guesa 
the  true  reason.  The  true  reason  waj 
this,  in  the  very -words  of  Mr.  CalderJ 

"That  is  the  only  Statuory  provi- 
sion,"  says   Mr.Calder. 

"When  we  got  down  to  the  problem,] 
we  found  that  there  was  not  sufficient] 
land  available." 

Here  was  an  Act  Passed  by  the  Pari 
liament  of  Canada  under  the  direction^ 
of  the  Government  of  Canada,  to  aj 
propriate  lands  for  the  soldiers,  an( 
those  who  made  the  Act  had  not" 
looked  to  see  whether  they  had  the  landf 
for  the  purpose  or  not;  and  they  could  not 
proceed  because  they  had  no  lands.  Well, 
Sir,  if  that  excuse  came  from  anybody, 
I  would  not  expect  it  to  come  from 
the  Government.  If  anybody  was  to 
know  whether  there  were  sufficient 
lands  for  the  purpose  or  not,  who  should 
have  that  information  but  the  Govern- 
ment themselves*  There  was  a  Depart- . 
ment  of  the  Interior,  there  was  a  Min- ' 
ister  of  the  Interior,  and  this  year 
there  was  a  Minister  of  Immigration 
also,  because  we  now  have  a  member  of 
the  Government  enjoying  that  title.  Im 
the  time  of  the  Liberal  Government  we 
had  a  great  deal  of  immigration  — 
200,000,  300,000  or  400,000  immigrants 
arriving  yearly,  but  we  only  had  one 
Minister,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
to  look  after  that  movement.  During 
the  war,  we  have  had  no  immigration,^; 
but  we  have  a  Minister  of  Immigra'^ 
tion  in  addition  to  the  Minister  of  th( 
Interior.  That  is  an  example  of  thi 
economy  so  much  talked  about  by  MrJ 
White,    and    yet    with    the    two    Minis- 
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ters,  the  Government  found  out  they 
had  no  lands  to  give  to  the  soldiers. 
Why,  Sir,  did  they  not  ascertain  that 
last  year  before  they  brought  in  their 
measure?  Why  did  they  not  find  it 
out  then?  Sir,  there  is  an  explanation 
for  that.  The  Government  knew  last 
year  just  as  well  as  they  do  to-day, 
that  they  had  not  e^ough  lands  to  ac- 
commodate all  the  soldiers  that  would 
apply  for  land  settlement.  They  knew 
it  then  just  as  well  as  they  know  it 
now,  but  last  year  there  was  to  be  an 
election  in  a  few  months,  and  what  a 
fine  card  it  was  to  say  to  tne  soldiers, 
"Oh,  this  paternal  Government,  they 
have  provided  lands  foy  you."  The 
elections  came  on,  the  soldiers  voted, 
and  then  they  are  told,  "Well,  there  is 
no  land,  we  are  very  sorry,*'  But  that 
is  not  all.     Mr.  Calder  goes  on: 

"We  haad  to  consider  the  matter 
anew."    And   how  did  he   consider  it  ? 

"A  Conference  was  held  with  the 
Provincial  Premiers,  and  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  doors  should  be  thrown 
open  and  soldiers  settled  on  purchased 
lands."  Well,  this  is  the  policy. 
Everything  has  yet  to  be  done  now 
that  the  soldiers  are  coming.  They 
have  been  coming  by  thousands  ana 
are  coming  at  the  rate  of  30,000  a 
month,  but  nothing  has  been  done  as 
yet.  And  this  is  the  Government  who 
call  themselves  the  friends  of  the  sol- 
diers and  that  above  everything  else. 
Sir,  if  that  is  the  method  in  which  the 
Government  has  been  doing  their 
work,  up  to  the  present  time,  no  wonder 
there  is  a  great  deal*  of  discojatent 
amongst  the  men  who  are  coming  from 
the  front  and  who  believe  that  Canada 
is  not  discharging  towards  them  the 
duty  which  Canada  owes  them,  and  if 
they  make  any  such  complaint,  I  think 
they  are  perfectly  right.  Now,  Sir,  this 
is  one  question. 


GOVERNMENT  BY  ORDER  IN 
COUNCIL, 

The  other  question  to  which  I  desire 
to    call    your    attention    is    the    one   io 
which    I    alluded   a   moment   ago —   tli« 
restoration    of    Parliamentary    Govern- 
ment— the   end   to   Government   by   Or- 
der-in-Council,   the    end   to    the    cenealr- 
ship  of  the  press,  the  end  to  persecutimis 
and  persecutions,  for   no   other   offeace 
than  to  hold  opinions  which  were  not  m 
consonance  with   the   opinions   of   s«d»e 
over-zealous  officers;  and  above  all,  and 
vv'orse  than — bad  as  it  is— because  it'is 
bad    enough    to    have    Government    liy 
Order-in-CouncJl   without   the   authority 
of  Parliament,  it  is  bad  enough  to  have 
the  press  censored  and  the  freedom  sf 
the   press   which    has   always   been   the 
pride    of    British    people,   trampled   i^- 
derfoot,    and    the    freedom    of    thou^t 
interfered   with    in    a   brutal    manner- 
there  is  still  something  worse  than  tkact, 
and  what   we   must   insist   upon   is  tike 
repeal  of  the  infamous  War-Time  Elec- 
tions   Act.     This    Act    is    so    obnoxiioas 
that   even   the   Union   Government  lyaus 
found  it   must  go  by  the  Board.     Ysn 
have   the   statement  in  the  newspapcre 
of  to-day  that  the  War-Time  Electicwtt 
Act  is  to  go  by  the  Board,     But  if  tlmJt 
Act   is    to   be   repealed,   I  would   ha^ 
expected  that  we  should  go  back  to  tlie 
normal   Electoral  Act   which  has  b^e 
for    many   years    on    the   statute   BmHc 
of  Canada. 

THE  FRANCHISE  ACT. 

But  now  we  are  told  we  are  to  haiy« 
another  Franchise  Act,  a  Pomiaiin 
Franchise  Act,  an  Act  passed  by  ^ 
Dominion  Parliament,  Why  not  tffce 
Act  which  we  had  previously?  Wliy 
not  the  Act  which  providea  iror  a  pw»- 
vincial  franchise,  su6h  as' We  have  Itiad 
for  so  many  years,  rather  than  a  MSiw 
Franchise  Act  put  upon  Statute  Bo^f 
Well,  Sir,  thereby  hangs  a  tale.     Tliic 
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means  if  we  are  to  have  a  Dominion 
Franchise  Act,  that  we  are  going  bacK^ 
ta  the  system  of  revising  Barristers, 
aneh  as  we  had  years  ago  under  the 
Franchise  Act  of  1885.  That  question 
was  threshed  out  in  1885  when  we  had 
to  decide  between  the  Provincial  Fran- 
chise and  the  Dominion  Franchise.  Sir, 
we  have  a  Dominion  Parliament,  and 
in  every  province  a  Provincial  Parlia- 
■lent.  But  the  people  who  are  repre- 
sented whether  in  Provincial  Legisla- 
tures or  in  the  Dominion  Parliament,  are 
not  different  people,  they  are  the  same 
men.  We  have,  a  division  of  legisla- 
tive powers.  In  the  Parliament  here, 
questions  of  a  National  or  Imperial 
eharacter  are  settled,  whereas,  iii  the 
Provincial  Legislature,  local  questions 
are  decided,  but  the  people  who  exer- 
cise the  Franchise  are  the  same.  In 
1885  the  question  was  tnresned  out 
whether  there  should  be  a  Dominion 
Franchise  Act  applicable  to  all  the 
people  for  Dominion  purposes  only  oi 
whether  we  should  adopt  one  franchise 
only  for  all  elections,  provincial  or  fe- 
deral. Let  me  remind  you  that  Confed- 
eration has  now  existed  for  51  years. 
Prom  1867,  the  year  of  Confederation 
to  1885,  we  had  the  Provincial  Fran- 
chise, and  members  of  Parliament  were 
elected  upon  the  Franchise  of  each  pro- 
vince. In  the  latter  year,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Sir  John  A.  MacDonald  adop- 
ted a  Dominion  Franchise  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Members  to  the  Dominion  Par- 
liament alone.  This  Act  was  in  force 
until  1899,when  we  reverted  to  the 
Provincial  Franchise  which  had  pre- 
vailed before  and  has  prevailed  from 
that  year  down  to  the  year  1917,  Now, 
when,  as  I  have  explained,  Sir  John  A. 
MacDonald  introduced  his  JtJill  for  a 
Dominion  Franchise  Act,  the  Liberal 
party  was  then  headed  by  that'  great 
imn,  JGdward  Blake,  a  giant  in  intel- 
lect;, aiid  a  man  of  sturdy  honesty  and 


unflinching  uprightness.  He  was  thft 
leader  for  the  Liberals  in  that  fight  in 
which  Sir  John  A.  MacDonald 's  Bill 
was  fought  until  carried  by  mere  brute 
force. 

But,  Sir,  Edward  Blake  laid  it 
down  that  the  only  principle  which 
ought  to  be  satisfactory  was  the  Pro- 
vincial Franchise.  Why?  Because  it 
is  the  most  Democratic  or  an  tne  iran- 
chises  that  could  be  proposed.  You 
men  of  Ontario  know  it  as  well  as  I 
do.  Your  electoral  lists  are  prepared 
now  and  always  have  been  by  your 
Municipal  Councils.  In  the  country 
everybody  knows  there  is  no  trouble  ar 
all;  the  work  is  done  systematically, 
easily  and  inexpensively.  On  the  other 
hand,  you  know  that  the  franchise  Act 
from  1885  to  1899  never  gave  satisfac- 
tion. The  preparation  of  the  voters 
lists  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  crea- 
tures of  the  Government,  just  as  the 
voters  lists  in  the  Fall  of  1917  were 
put  in  the  hands  of  creatures  of  the 
Government,  It  is  now  proposed  that 
we  should  return  to  that  franchise. 
Sir,  for  my  part,  I  say  that  it  is  sim- 
ply an  abuse  of  legislative  power,  of  the 
power  of  the  Dominion  Parliament,  to 
impose  upon  us  a  franchise  which  has 
given  no  satisfaction  when  tried,  and 
deprive  us  of  a  franchise  which  has 
given  every  possible  satisfaction.  Well, 
if  we  are  to  believe  what  we  read  to- 
day in  the  Unionist  press,  the  Union 
Government  has  prepared,  or  are  pre- 
paring such  an  Act,  and  here  allow  me 
to  make  a  confession.  I  would  not  go 
into  the  Union  Government  when  the 
offer  was  made  to  me,  but  then  some 
friends  of  mine  did  go,  and  I  have  al- 
ways observed  that  if  you  mix  tw« 
elements  together,  the  mixture  is  in- 
variably at  the  expense  of  the  better 
element.  I  am  afraid  this  is  the  case 
with  the  present  Government. 

If  the  Members  of  the  Government, 
who  at  one  time  were  Liberals,  consent 


tc  8uch  a  departure  as  that,  they  will 
be  departing  from  the  teaching  laid 
down  by  that  great  and  good  man, 
Edward  Blake,  and  you  will  see  another 
illustration  of  the  lady  and  the  tiger: 
In  this  case  the  Liberal  ladies  asso- 
ciated with  the  tiger  will  be  inside  the 
animal  and  the  smile  will  be  upon  the 
tiger's  face  when  the  session  opens 
and  a  proud  grin  it  will  be. 

THE    TRADE    QUESTION. 

The  third  question  to  which  I  desire 
to  draw  your  attention  this  evening  is 
one  which  is  always  with  us — but  which 
it  seems  to  me  in  view  of  the  result 
t  of  the  war,  should  be  solved  beyond  all 
'  doubt.  Sir,  I  told  you  at  the  commence- 
ment of  my  speech,  that  it  was  the  com- 
mercial freedom  of  England  which  en- 
abled her  to  pass  triumphantly  through 
this  war  from  an  economic  point  of 
view.  England,  needless  to  say,  has 
always  been  in  the  van  of  the  greatest 
,  advances  with  respect  to  freedom  of 
any  kind,  whether  it  be  religious  free- 
dom, civil  freedom,  or  political  freedom, 
there  are  no  people  in  the  world  to-day 
who  have  a  greater  degree  of  these  li- 
berties than  have  the  English  people, 
or  the  Canadian  people.  In  the  matter 
of  Commercial  freedom,  England  has 
not  only  been  well  to  the  front,  but 
lias  been  very  much  in  advance  of  any 
other  people.  England  has  proclaimed 
the  doctrine  that  trade  admitted  of  no 
restrictions,  and  that  freedom  in  trade 
as  well  as  in  everything  else,  was  the 
goal  to  which  every  civilized  nation 
should  aspire.  But,  Sir,  men  there  ar« 
in  England  to-day  who  are  contempla- 
ting the  posibility  of  putting  a  bar  upon 
the  freedom  of  the  English  people  in 
matters  of  trade.  Whatever  takes  place 
in  Great  Britain  we  shall  follow  with 
'  great  deal  of  interest.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  British  people  to  determine, 
and    if    they    determine    one    way,    wo 


shall  respect  their  opinion,  even  though 
it  would  not  agree  with  ours,  and  if 
they  determine  the  other  way,  we  shall 
respect  them  all  the  more. 

In  this  country,  Sir^  Liberals  have 
always  been  the  disciples  of  the  Britltfi 
people  on  the  question  of  Commercial 
freedom.  Indeed,  many  years  ago— 
when  you  recall  that  time  to-day  in  ike 
resolution  which  was  passed  upon  fkis 
subject  at  the  Convention  of  1893,  we 
declared  against  the  principle  of  pre- 
tection,  and  when  we  had  the  opportu- 
nity we  lived  up  to  our  decTaratlOM. 
Sir,  it  has  always  been  made  a  cause,  of 
reproach  to  us  that  when  in  office  v» 
did  not  adopt  but  were  recreant  to  anx 
declarations.  Such  a  reproach  cannot 
reach  us.  We  were  not  recreant,  ym 
proceeded  step  by  step  towards  tW 
goal,  always  keeping  it  in  view,  never 
imposing  a  duty  for  protection's  sake 
only,  but  always  acting  upon  the  prin- 
ciple or  the  basis  of  a  tariff  tcr  revemae 
and  revenue  only.  This  was  our  policgr 
in  the  past,  it  is  our  policy  to-day  anA 
we  have  taken  this  occasion  to  reaffirm 
it.  Sir,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  tkb 
reproach  is  made  to  us  that  we  we» 
recreant  to  our  declarations,  to  our  po- 
licy. This  reproach  is  well  rebuked  al- 
ready by  the  declarations  which  y,o« 
have  passed  this  afternoon,  reciting 
what  we  have  done,  reciting  the  many 
articles  which  we  placed  upon  the  fre* 
list,  and  reciting  the  many  articles  upon 
which  we  made  a  reduction  of  duty. 
But  there  are  two  features  especial^f 
of  our  policy  which  will  stand  at  aS 
events,  one  will  st^nd  forever,  and  tke 
other  will  soon  be  restored,  I  believe. 
The  first  policy  which  we  affirmed 
upon  succeeding  to  office  was  the  policy 
of  a  British  Preference.  The  first  yeaer 
we  were  in  office,  in  1897,  we  gave  b» 
British  goods  imported  into  this  coun- 
try a  preference  over  all  other  goods  tt 
12  1-2  p.  c.     That  policy  we  passed  in 
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ipite  of  the  objection  of  the  Conserva- 
tive party  of  that  time,  led  by  Sir 
Gharlea  Tupper,  and  Sir  George  Foster 
and  finally  put  on  the  Statute  Book.  It  is 
there  yet,  and  they  dare  not  take  it  away. 
,  Having  thus  in  1897  adopiea  the  prin- 
ciple and  granted  a  preference  to  Bri- 
tish goods  ©f  12  1-2  p.  c,  the  year  after- 
wards we  increased  that  preference  to 
25  per  cent  and  two  years  afterwards 
to  33  1-3  per  cent.  This  is  our  re- 
cord and,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  it 
was  done  in  spite  of  all  the  opposition 
of  the  Conservative  Party.  And  upon 
what  ground  was  their  objection  based  t 
:JinapIy  upon  the  ground  that  we  should 
have  exacted  preference  for  preference, 
that  if  we  gave  a  preference  to  the 
gdfeds  of  Great  Britain,  that  country 
tjhould  give  us  a  preference  for  our 
goods.  That  was  not  our  policy.  We 
said,  ''No,  we  are  not  going  to  bargain 
with  the  mother  country  upon  matters 
of  that  kind.  We  do  it  because  we  are 
British  subjects,  and  because  we  be- 
leive  in  the  principles  of  Free 
Trade.  We  believe  also  that  it  is  for 
the  good  of  the  Canadian  people  that 
we  should  adopt  that  policy,  and  by 
that  policy  we  stand  to-day  also.  In 
your  resolution  you  affirm  that  the  black 
eye  which  was  given  by  the  present 
Government  three  years  ago  should  be 
removed,  and.  Sir,  if  it  is  in  our  power 
to  do  so  we  shall  do  so  ;  at  all  events, 
we  shall  take  the  opportunity  to  bring 
the  matter  before  Parliament  at  the 
next  session. 

RECIPROCITY. 

Sir,  there  was  another  feature  of  our 
polifcy,  another  attempt  that  we  made 
it  freer  Trade — this  time  not  with  Great 
Kritain,  but  with  our  neighbours,  the 
Ameiican  people.  You  remember  well 
;hat  ia  the  ©Iden  times  of  Sir  John  A. 
Maedonald  and  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  one 
of  the  cardinal  principles  of  the  Consei- 


vative  party  was  to  have  reciprocity 
with  the  United  States,  and  the  former 
when  he  introduced  the  National  poli- 
cy in  1878  declared  that  since  we  could 
not  obtain  from  our  neighbours  reci- 
procity in  trade,  we  would  have  reci- 
procity in  tariff,  in  the  hope  of  at 
last  bringing  in  reciprocity  in  tradrj. 
Whrn  we  came  into  office,  we  went  to 
Washington  and^  made  another  offer  ; 
but  1  am  sorry  to  say  our  offer  wab 
not  accepted.  In  1910,  the  Govern- 
ment of  President  Taft  came  to  us 
v.'ith  an  offer  of  reciprocity.  Of  coursjj 
we  accepted  the  offer,  and  let  meS 
say  here  that  if  ever  there  was  a  po-| 
licy  which  would  have  been  benefi- 
cial to  the  Canadian  people,  it  was  th( 
agreement  which  was  made  between| 
Ml  Fielding  and  the  Government  of 
Mr.  Taft.  However,  that  policy  was 
defeated.  It  was  met  with  the  cry  of 
"No  truck  or  trade  with  the  Yankees," 
which  was  stupidity  itself.  And  I  am 
sorry  to  say  they  carried  the  country 
with  it.  But,  Sir,  revenge  is  sweet  at 
all  times,  sweet  even  to  me  who  pr  >- 
fesse  to  be  a  good  Christian.  Revenge- 
is  sweet,  and  do ,  you  know  why  ? 
My  revenge  is  in  the  attitude  of  tho 
Conservative  Party  who  have  pro- 
claimed no  truck  or  trade  with  the 
Yankees,  and  yet  had  to  go  to 
Washington,  reluctantly,  I  admit,  very 
leluetantly,  but  under  the  threat  of 
the  western  farmers,  who  were  asking 
for  free  wheat  with  the  Americans,  they 
had  to  go — the  consequence  is  that  today 
we  have  free  wheat.  But  that  is  not 
all.  They  had  to  make  another  advance 
to  the  Americans,  not  for  the  farm- 
ers of  the  West  this  time,  but  for 
the  farmers  of  the  East.  The  growers 
of  potatoes  in  Prince  Edward  Island 
and  in  New  Brunswick  made  demands, 
and  so  those  in  power  had  to  adopt* 
the  American  offer  of  free  potatoes  jj 
and   so   to-day  the  potatoes  raised  bj 
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eastern  growers  are  free  in  the  Amer- 
ican market.  There  was  still  another 
step,  and  this  one  was  taken,  not  by 
adopting  the  Washington  legislation,  but 
himply  by  action  ut  Ottawa.  They 
^rave  free  tractors  to  the  farmers  of 
the  West,  this  action  being  token  ly 
Order-inCouncil.  I  have  no  objections 
to  such  orders-in-couni'il,  I  would  al- 
most forgive  then  the  others  if  thoy 
would   pass   more   of  this  kind. 

Now,  what  do  thetij  piece-meal  ad- 
\ancee  in  reciprocity  mean?  They 
are  simply  an  admission  that  thes« 
people  were  acting  stupidly — to  put  it 
no  stronger  than  that — when  they  re- 
fused the  offer  made  by  the  Americans 
of  extended  free  trade  with  them.  If 
there  ever  was  anything  stupid  in  tho 
world,  surely  it  was  the  action  of  the 
Conservatives  in  1911  in  declaring  that 
we  Canadians,  numbering  less  than 
eight  millions  of  people  should  refuse 
to  trade  with  the  wealthiest  nation  on 
earth  to-day,  the  American  people.  Do 
you  wonder  that  I  say,  revenge  is  sweet, 
when,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
Minister  of  Finance  and  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Commerce  rise  in  their 
places  and  say:  Yes,  we  gave  free 
wheat  to  the  farmers,  we  gave  free 
potatoes  to  the  farmers.  Of  course, 
they  have  the  satisfaction  of  having 
won  office  upon  the  stupid  anti-recipro- 
city cry,  but  better  lose  ten  times 
over  than  triumph  by  such  methods  as 
that.  For  we  know  that  if  there  is  otf^e 
thing  which,  more  than  any  other  is 
conductive  to  good  relations  between 
nation  and  nation  .  it  is  trade.  And, 
though  our  commercial  relations  with 
our  neighbours  haye  not  been  as  free 
or  ,as  friendly  as  I  would  like  to  have 
them,  and  though  we  lost  a  great  oppor- 
tunity in  1911  "  to  make  them  more 
friendly,  than  they  were,  still,  thank 
heaven,  w-e  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  for  over  a  hundred  years 


we  have  had  no  war  with  our  Ameriean 
neighbours.  That  is  a  great  trium]^. 
We  have  had  our  quarrels,  many  ©f 
them,  quarrels  about  the  navigation  of  . 
canals,  about  the  fisheries  of  the  At- 
lantic, about  boundaries. 

BUT   MOST    OF   THESE   DIFFEREN- 
CES WEEE   SETTI.ED  BT 
NEGOCIATIONS. 

And  Vvhen  we  could  not  settle  by 
negociation  we  appointed  arbitrators, 
and  the  arbitrators  decided  between  xia. 
I  will  not  say,  for  my  part,  that  I  was 
always  satisfied  with  the  decision  given. 
Some  of  those  decisions,  I  think,  wert"  , 
wrong,  some  were  unjust  to  us.  Same- 
times  the  Americans  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  decision.  But  whether  we 
thought  the  decision  just  or  unjust, 
both  Canadians  and  Americans  yielded 
to  the  arbitrament.  And  was  it  not 
better,  a  thousand  times  better,  thai 
we  should  settle  our  difficulties  bj 
judicial  arbitrament  rather  tnan  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword? 
If,  as  a  result  of  this .  war,  we  c«uld 
have  a  similar  condition  of  things  In 
Europe,  if  differences  which  for  2,W0 
years  have  soaked  with  blood  the 
numberless  battlefields  of  Europe  could 
be  settled  by  the  methods  adopted  for 
the  settlement  of  quarrels  betweer 
our  neighbours  and  ourselves,  at  least 
we  should  have  the  consolation  of 
knowing  that  the  carnage  of  this  w^ar 
and  the  miseries  flowing  Irom  it  have 
led  to  a  better  condition  of  things  Im 
the  world.  We  cannot  tell  what  will 
take  place  in  the  great  Peace  Center 
rence.  But,  at  all  events,  our  Piimt 
Minister,  Sir  Kobert  Borden  is  tkere.^ 
and  the  American '  representatives  are- 
there,  and  these  men  can  point  to  ihe 
example  of  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  divided  by  the  longest  t>««p- 
dary  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  a  bMot- 
dary   extending* from   one  ocrstn  to  ftte 
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other  on  which  there  is  not  a  single 
fortress,  not  a  single  gun  pointea  to- 
ward the  other  side.  This  is  the  highest 
standard  of  civilzation.  And  when  wo 
have  perfected  it  by  another  advance 
in  trade  relation,  we  shall  have  still 
X  greater  example  to  offer  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  world, 

DEMOCEATISE  THE  GOVEEN- 
MENT  OF  INDUSTRY. 

Then,  Sir^  the  other  question  to  which 
I  wish  to  ask  your  attention  is  the  new 
condition  which  ought  to  prevail  In 
the  industrial  world.  We  live  in  an 
inductrial  age.  Reading  the  history  of 
the  last  sixty  or  eighty  years,  we  are 
simply  dumfounded  at  the  advances 
which  have  been  made  ?n  Industry. 
Great  establishments  reckon  their  em- 
ployees not  by  the  hunded,  but  T)y  the 
thousand  and  ten  thousand,  and  the 
output  is  not  limited  to  hundreds  or 
thousands,  but  runs  into  millions  of 
articles  every  day.  But  while  this 
growth  has  proceeded,  conditions  have 
developed  which  are  very  unsatisfac- 
tory, even  dangerous.  The  relations  be- 
tween labour  and  capital  have  never 
been  on  a  sound  basis,  and  the  two 
feave  been  inimical  rather  than  friend- 
ly.  Labour  has  looked  upon  capital 
as  a  master  and  capital  has  regarded 
lacbour  as  a  servant.  In  such  relations 
as  these  there  should  be  neither  master 
nor  servant,  but  equality,  equality  of 
right  and  co-operation  in  administra- 
tibn.  In  this  new  country  of  Uanada, 
and  in  this  new  order  of  society  which 
we  are  starting  to  build  up,  we  must 
have  another  and  a  better  system.  In- 
stead of  labour  and  -capital  being,  as* 
tKey  have  been,  inimical,  they  must 
Itenceforth  be  friendly,  seeing  that  la- 
bour needs  capital  and  capital  needs 
labour,  and  seeing  that  when  one  is 
injured  the  other  suffers.  How  is  that 
tOf  be  done?     You  have  approached  this 


subject  to-day  in  your  deliberation  and 
have  passed  a  resolution  which  seems 
to  me  to  afford  a  key  to  the  solution 
of  this  problem.  Let  me  read  it:  1 
look  upon  it  as  the  most  important  of 
all  the  resolutions  you  have  adopted 
this  day: 

"The  Eastern  Ontario  Liberal  Asso- 
ciation is  of  the  opinion  that  the  pro- 
blem of  the  future  is  reconstruction, 
and  that  industrial  reconstruction  is 
the  most  important  phase.  To  intro- 
duce into  the  Government  of  industry 
the  principle  of  representation  where- 
by the  interests  of  labour  and  of  the 
community  may  be  considered  in  in- 
dustrial control  and  the  shaping  of 
policies  is  the  natural  work  of 
Liberals.  It  is  to  Liberalism  that 
we  owe  the  transition  from  autocratie 
to  representative  and  responsible  gov- 
ernment in  the  affairs  of  the  State. 
To  democratise  the  Government  of  in- 
dustry so  as  ta  give  to  the  workers  and 
consumers  a  larger  share  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  industry  is  the  task  that 
lies  ahead." 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  last  sen- 
tence, and  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
country  to  it,  if  my  words  can  reacn 
he  people — "To  democratise  the  Go- 
vernment of  industry  so  as  to  give  to 
the  workers  and  consumers  a  larger 
share  in  the  government  of  industry  is 
the  task  that  lies  ahead."  Yes,  that 
is  the  task  to  which  Libera»3  must  ap- 
ply tliemselves.  It  is  to  you,  my  fel- 
low-countrymen, I  appeal  on  this  oo- 
cision.  You  go  back  to  your  several 
ridings  to-morrow  and  each  of  these 
Ridings  has  its  own  industrial  centre. 
It  is  tlie  duty  of  each  of  us  to  assist 
in  promoting  a  spirit  of  friendship  be- 
tween employees  and  employers  that  they 
may  consult  together  and  act  together, 
instead  of  the  spirit  of  enmity  which 
has  too  often  characterized  them,  that 
nil    may    unite    in    going    forward    to- 


26 


ward  that  greater  and  better  day  which 
is   dawning   upon   Canada. 

That  is  the  policy.  How  is  it  to  be 
carried  into  effect  1  The  way  has  been 
pointed  out.  My  colleague  when  in 
Government,  Hon.  Mackenzie  King,  who 
was  Minister  of  Labour — a  real  Minis- 
ter of  Labour  and  the  only  real  one 
we  had  for  years — has  indicated  the 
solution  of  this  problem.  The  plan  Is 
that  the  workers  should  be  represented 
in  the  management  of  each  Industry, 
to  give  their  advice  on  all  questions 
which  concerned  their  part  of  the  job. 
If  we  bring  that  about,  we  shall  have 
made  a  great  step  toward  the  solu- 
tion of  the  whole  problem.  As  we  can- 
not too  often  remind  ourselves. 

WE  ARE  ENTERING  UPON 
A  NEW  ERA. 

We  trust  that  the  war  which  was 
lately  devasting  the  world  will  not  have 
to  be  fought  again.  But  it  is  not 
enough  that  we  have  defeated  the  au- 
tocratic Government  of  Germany  and 
that  the  ruins  of  that  autocracy  lie 
in  the  dust;  it  is  not  enough  that  Aus- 
tria has  been  defeated;  it  is  not  enough 
that  we  have  accomplished  that  which 
we  had  determined  to  accomplish,  that 
is,  to  prevent  the  dismemberment  of 
France  and  to  restore  to  France  her 
lost  provinces;  it  is  not  enough  that 
England  is  maintained  in  the  proud 
position  which  she  held  before  the  war, 
and  is  raised  to-day  to  an  even  prouder 
position  than  ever  before  aa  tue  great 
champion  and  defender  of  freedom  and 
civilization;  it  is  not  enough  even  if 
we  realise  our  great  hope  that  all  this 
shall  be  crowned  by  the  forming  of  a 
LiBague  of  Nations  to  prevent  rne  re- 
currence of  war  and  to  stand  against 
any  force  that  would  bring  us  to  war 
again.  And  as  to  that^  let  me  say  that  if 
conditions  are  not  ripe  for  such  a  leagutj 
of   nations   as   we   should    ilKe   lo    sec. 


yet  we  may  joyfully  believe  th^t  there 
is  to-day  the  beginning  of  a  league  oC 
nations  in  the  alliance  which  now  exialai: 
between  England,  France,  Italy,  tk« 
United  States  and  Japan.  On  the  part; 
of  these  nations,  at  least,  I  hope,  s» 
league  will  be  formed  at  this  Pe3i««. 
Conference  under  which  it  shall  be  pror. 
vided  that,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
war  shall  not  be  permitted,  so  that  if 
one  country  wishes  to  raise  war  againsi, 
another  the  league  wdll  interfere  to 
maintain  peace;  and  also  that  tiie  lea- 
gue shall  establish  a  tribunal  to  deciie. 
disputes  and  so  do  away  with  any  pre- 
text for  war.  But,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, even  this  is  not  enough.  If  \m 
thus  succeed  in  establishing  better  in- 
ternational relations,  much  more  niust 
we  establish  peace  in  the  industrial  re- 
lations that  exist  among  ourselves. 

CAUSE  GREAT  AND  IDEAL  HIGH, 

Sir,  you  have  passed  another  reso- 
lution. I  referred  to  it  this  afternooa, 
let  me  speak  of  it  once  more.  Yoa 
spoke  of  myself  and  expressed  your 
satisfaction  with  the  leadership  I  hav« 
given  to  the  Liberal  Party.  I  am 
conscious  that  I  have  made  many* 
mistakes.  I  know  feilso  that  occasioM 
there  have  been  when  I  had  to  disap- 
point some  of  my  frienas.  Uut,  Sir, 
if  another  had  been  in  my  place  wJ» 
knew  this  country  as  I  know  it,  from 
end  to  end,  and  in  all  its  componejit 
elements — and  without  boasting  I  claim 
that  perhaps  I  know  it  better  than  any- 
other  Canadian — then^  even  though  Itt 
and  I  might  have  differed,  I  am  svate 
that  he  would  have  realised  that,  actii^ 
as  I  did,  my  aim  was  to  win  the  wa» — 
and  that  was  my  aim — and  to  promote 
the  highest  interests  of  Canada.  Jkt 
the  same  time  I  realise — and  whetl*r 
I  realised  it  or  not  it  still  remains  itWB 
— that  it  is  still  the  privilege  of  ev<^ 
Liberal  to   have  his  own   opinion,  than 
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in  entering  an  association  such  as  yours 
he  does  not  resign  his  conscience  into 
the  hands  of  another,  but  Keeps  it,  to 
give  account  of  it  to  his  Maker  and  to 
Him  alone.  I  have  had  tlie  confidence 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  I  think,  as  much 
aa  any  leader  of  a  party  ever  had  in  this 
country.  But  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
party  who  will  say  that  I  ever  tried  to 
influence  his  conscience.  Upon  every 
question  that  arose,  I  always  told  those 
wiio  did  me  the  honour  to  call  me  their 
leader  that  it  was  for  each  one  to  judge, 
and  if  his  judgment  should  be  contrary 
to  mine,  he  would  be  my  friend  still, 
just  as  though  our  opinions  were  m  ac- 
eard.  Q'hat  is  my  policy  still.  Some 
have  differed  with  me  in  the  past,  in 
the  recent  past.  But  that  difference 
was  upon  a  transient  question,  ana 
one  that  will  not  arise  again,  for  has 
not  Lloyd  George;  pledged  himself  to 
^*no  conscription."  Then,  I  say,  let 
the  past  be  forgotten,  and  let  us  be  all 
Liberals  again,  actuated  only  by  con- 
science. If  a  man  comes  to  me  and 
tells  me:"!  was  a  Unionist  at  the  lasv 
election",  I  will  tell  him,  -"i  will  not 
rebuke  you  for  it;  you  have  rebuked 
yourself  already  suffuiently.  Give  me 
your  hand.  We  do  not  look  to  the  past, 
but  to  the  future;  only  in  that  direction 
is  the  horizon  for  us  as  Liberals."  I 
wast  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Liberal 
party  a  great  many  years  ago  —  so 
many  that  I  had  .better  nor  count  them. 
I  feel  every  day  that  I  am  getting 
:iX>er  and  riper. for  Heaven.  I  would 
gladly  resign  the  position  which  I  owe 
to  the  confidence  and  friendship  of  the 
Liberals  of  Canada  and  leave  the  task 
to  younger  hands.  But,  so  long  as  Goa 
gives  me  the  health  which  I  now  en- 
joy—tliough  I  cannot  s,ay  that  it  is 
as  good  as  it  was  at  one  time,  yet  I 
believe  has  left  ht  me  a  kick  which  I 
cirn  use  on  occasion — I  will  remain  and 
■io   my   share.     I   wih   do   my   share   in 


any  position  which  is  assigned  to  me 
by  the  party,  whether  it  be  that  of 
general,  captain  or  private  in  the  ranks. 
Whatever  my  place  may  be  I  will  do 
my  duty  cheerfully,  happily.  Nothing 
would  be  of  greater  satisfaction  to  me, 
now  that  I  have  began  to  feel  the 
weight  of  years,  than,  as  I  have  said, 
to  leave  the  task  of  leadership  to  a 
younger  general.  That  satisfaction 
may  be  given  me  or  it  may  not;  but 
my  duty  still  is  to  fight,  and  fight  I 
will  as  long  as  God  gives  me  health. 
I  regret  that  I  am  not  some  twenty 
years  younger,  and  that  I  cannot  carry 
on  the  fight  with  the  same  vigour  as 
I  could  have  carried  it  on  twenty  years 
ago. 

Still  our  cause  remains,  and  with  the 
horizon  broadening  day  by  day.  Our 
ideals  are  higher  and  higher  every  day. 
So  great  is  that  cause  and  so  high 
those  ideals  that  no  one  has  the  right 
to  falter,  but  everyone  must  do  his 
bit  according  to  his  ability.  And, 
looking  to  the  future,  my  hope  is  that 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we 
shall  hear  again  in  the  heavens  the 
hopeful  message  brought  years  ago  by 
the  Angels:  "Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  and  on  earth  peace,-  good  will 
to  all  men." 

SENATOR  BELCOURT  AND 
MR.  PARLIAMENT. 

Hon.  Senator  N.  A.  Belcourt,  K.  C. 
P.  C.  intended  to  be  present  and  upon 
invitation  was  to  address  the  gathering 
in  French.  He  was  called  out  of  the 
city  and  could  not  be  present.  The 
chairman  conveyed  to  the  audience  the 
Senator's  regrets  at  not  being  present, 
and  called  upon  Sir"  Wilfrid  Laurier  to 
speak  in  French.  This'  request  came  af- 
ter Sir  Wilfrid  had  spoken  in  English 
and  he  reserved  his  speech  in  French 
until  after  Nelson  Parliament,  M.  P. 
P.  Ameliasburg  Prince  bounty,  Ont., 
had  spoken. 
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Mr.  Parliament  expressed  his  pleasure 
at  being  present  as  a  delegate  at  the 
formation  of  the  Eastern  Ontario  Lib- 
eral Association  and  looked  forward 
to  the  Association  performing  useful 
service.  He  then  proceeded  briefly  to 
outline  the  need  for  reforms  and  more 
progressive  legislation  in  Provincial 
affairs  at  Toronto,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  education.  The  government 
in  Queens  Park,  Toronto,  was  a  govern- 
meMt   of   neglect   and   the   member  for 


Prince  Edward  County  predicted  that 
while  it  would  be  impossible  to  arouse 
the  Toronto  Government  from  Its 
slumbers,  there  was  all  the  more  ne- 
cessity for  the  opposition  to  be  alert 
and  progressive. 

Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  repeated  in 
French  the  greater  portion  of  the  speech 
he  had  delivered  in  English  and  after 
cheers  for  Sir  Wilfrid,  and  the  new 
association,  the  proceedings  closed  with 
cheers  for  His  Majesty  The  King. 


29 


